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Vision, Mission & Ministry



	 It’s	 hard	 to	 believe	 that	 it’s	 time	 for	 Lent	 once	
again,	 though	 it	 is	 actually	 rather	 late	 this	 year.		
Lent	 gives	 us	 a	wonderful	 opportunity	 to	 look	 at	
our	 spiritual	 life,	 walk	 with	 Jesus	 through	 the	
desert	 and	 truly	 prepare	 ourselves	 for	 what	 will	
happen	at	Easter	and	Holy	Week.	Lent	brings	with	
it	certain	age	old	practices,	such	as	the	distribution	
of	 ashes	 on	Ash	Wednesday,	 reminding	 us	 that	
we	are	dust	and	to	dust	we	shall	return.	Lent	also	
includes	the	practice	of	fasting	and	abstinence.	On	
days	of	fast,	Ash	Wednesday	and	Good	Friday,	we	
eat	one	main	meatless	meal	and	two	small	meals	

that	combined	would	be	less	than	a	full	meal.	On	the	Fridays	of	Lent	we	abstain	
from	red	meat,	an	ancient	sign	of	sacrifice.	However,	the	reality	of	our	times	is	that	
much	of	the	world	does	not	eat	red	meat,	and	many	of	us	are	vegetarian.	If	you	
are	vegetarian,	perhaps	some	other	form	of	sacrifice	would	be	in	order.	We	also	
have	the	practice	of	praying	the	Stations	of	the	Cross	on	Fridays	in	Lent.	You	can	
find	the	full	schedule	of	Lent	on	page	16	of	this	magazine,	in	the	bulletin	and	on	
the	website.	Finally	we	have	the	wonderful	opportunity	to	receive	the	Sacrament	
of	 Reconciliation	 in	 preparation	 for	 Easter.	 Our	 Lenten	 penance	 service	 is	 on	
Monday,	Mar.	27	at	6pm,	and	there	will	be	additional	confession	times	during	Holy	
Week,	as	well.	The	more	that	all	of	us	take	these	opportunities	to	really	enter	into	
the	spirit	of	Lent,	the	better	our	Easter	will	be.
	 Recently,	 as	 you	 know,	 I	 went	 over	 the	 results	 of	 our	 parish	 survey	 at	
Masses.	While	it	revealed	some	good	things,	the	survey	also	confirmed	what	we	
knew	already	–	that	only	about	20%	of	our	members	are	actively	engaged	in	the	
life	of	 the	parish.	Of	course,	Sunday	Mass	 is	 the	most	 important	 thing	 that	we	
do,	but	faith	alone	doesn’t	bring	our	life	in	Christ	to	fulfillment.	We	are	called	to	
good	works	as	well.	The	world	needs	the	message	of	Jesus	more	than	I	can	ever	
remember	in	my	56	years.	I	don’t	think	that	I’ve	ever	seen	our	country,	the	world	
and	to	some	extent	even	the	Church,	more	divided.	The	Stewardship	Committee	
and	 the	Parish	Leadership	Committee	have	been	working	very	hard	 to	 try	and	
figure	out	ways	to	get	more	of	us	 truly	engaged,	so	that	we	can,	as	our	vision	
statement	says,	“Know	Christ,	Become	Disciples,	Embrace	the	Mission	and	Build	
the	Kingdom.”	These	are	no	easy	tasks,	and	it	will	take	time	with	all	of	us	working	
together	to	really	put	this	vision	into	action.
	 	 	One	of	 the	 things	 that	we	will	 offer	 this	 Lent	 that	 I	 am	 really	 excited	 about	
(the	idea	came	from	the	people,	not	me)	is	a	modified	form	of	a	parish	mission.	
Usually	 a	mission	 lasts	 three	or	 four	 consecutive	 nights	 and	 features	 a	 single	
presenter.	This	year	we	are	 trying	something	different.	Our	mission	will	be	 two	
nights	separated	by	a	week.	The	first	night	will	be	Mar.	30	at	6:30pm.	We	will	
begin	in	the	Atrium	with	a	hamburger	and	hotdog	supper	and	opening	remarks.	
After	dinner	we	will	proceed	to	the	Church	for	a	talk	by	Mrs.	Cathy	Costello,	who	
many	of	you	remember	is	the	wife	of	the	late	State	Labor	Commissioner,	Mark	
Costello.	Cathy	has	a	tremendous	story	about	how	faith	has	guided	her	life	in	the	
good	times	and	the	hard	times.	She	is	an	excellent	speaker,	and	we	are	blessed	
to	have	her.
	 The	second	night	of	our	mission	will	be	Thursday,	Apr.	6	at	6:30pm.	This	time	
we	will	begin	in	church	and	after	introductory	remarks	listen	to	three	parishioners	
who	will	share	how	faith	has	worked	in	their	lives.	Hearing	people	witness	to	their	
own	faith	experience	is	something	new	for	us	as	Catholics.	We	are	not	typically	
faith	sharing	people,	but	our	 journey	 to	 true	discipleship	can	find	direction	and	
inspiration	–	food	for	the	journey	–	in	the	stories	of	how	others	(besides	priests	
and	deacons)	have	found	their	way.	The	second	night	of	our	mission	will	conclude	
with	dessert	in	the	Parish	Center	Atrium.	The	success	of	our	mission	depends	on	
you.	Please	make	time	to	join	us	in	this	new	approach	to	parish	mission.	Hearing	
someone	else’s	faith	journey	might	just	change	your	life	forever.	But	it	won’t	if	we	
don’t	hear	it.		God	bless,
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CK Lenten 
Mission 2017
Thursday, Mar. 30th

6:30pm in the Parish Center Atrium
Opening	remarks	by	Fr.	Rick

6:45pm in the Parish Center Atrium
Hamburgers	and	hot	dogs	served

7:30pm in the Church
Faith	Witness	Speaker:	

Cathy	Costello

Thursday, Apr. 6th

6:30pm in the Church
Opening	remarks	by	Fr.	Rick

6:45pm in the Church
Faith	Witness	Speakers:	

Jeff	Whitmarsh,	Roni	Sales,	et	al.
7:30pm in the Parish Center Atrium

Sweets	&	Treats

We	 have	 all	 experienced	 times	 or	
situations	 when	 we	 didn’t	 quite	 feel	
like	we	belonged.	These	times	can	be	
painful,	 and	 even	 though	we	 have	 all	
shared	 this	experience	at	one	 time	or	
another,	 it	 is	 easy	 to	 be	 unaware	 of	
those	around	us	who	might	be	feeling	
the	same	way.	
	 The	truth	 is	that	we	all	belong	to	
God,	we	all	belong	to	the	same	Body	of	
Christ,	and	we	all	belong	here	at	Christ	
the	 King.	 Many	 people	 feel	 a	 deep	
sense	of	 belonging	 to	 the	parish,	 and	
this	 feeling	can	be	 the	 result	 of	many	
years	 as	 a	 member.	 But	 it	 also	 can	
come	very	quickly	for	new	parishioners	
who	find	a	warm	welcome,	experience	
ready	introductions	and	find	a	ministry	
they	really	connect	with.	
	 All	 these	 things	 are	 part	 of	 life	
here	 at	 Christ	 the	 King,	 but	 it	 is	 only	
because	of	you,	our	parishioners.	You	
extend	 the	hand	of	 introduction	–	you	
smile	at	those	you	recognize	and	those	
you	are	seeing	for	the	first	time	as	well.	
	 This	Lent	we	hope	to	start	a	new	
and	more	energetic	conversation	in	the	
parish	 about	 our	 experiences	 of	 faith	
and	ministry.	By	sharing	our	stories,	we	

grow	closer	to	one	another	and	closer	
to	God.	But	we	also	provide	a	channel	
for	the	Holy	Spirit	to	call	others	to	new	
ways	that	they	can	share	their	gifts	and	
talents	 in	 service	 to	 God	 and	 others.	
Let	 us	 come	 together,	 share	 with	
one	 another,	 listen	 to	 each	 other	 and	
experience	 God	 in	 our	 midst.	 Let	 us	
step	out	in	faith	on	our	Lenten	journey	
to	Easter	joy	and	bring	others	along	the	
way.	
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As	part	of	our	parish	observance	of	the	
Jubilee	Year	of	Mercy	year,	we	focused	
on	the	corporal	works	of	mercy	during	
Lent,	 asking	 that	 our	 parish	members	
perform	a	specific	act	to	signify	the	work	
of	mercy.	Now	 that	 the	Year	of	Mercy	
is	over	it	is	important	to	remember	that	
as	Christians	we	are	called	to	perform	
works	 of	mercy	whenever	God	 draws	
our	attention	to	a	need	and	in	whatever	
way	God	equips	us	to	do	so.
	 This	 year	 as	 we	 move	 into	 the	
penitential	season	of	Lent	in	preparation	
for	the	Easter	season	of	new	life,	let	us	
remind	ourselves	of	the	spiritual	works	
of	 mercy,	 those	 acts	 of	 compassion	
though	 which	 we	 help	 our	 neighbors	
with	 their	 emotional	 and	 spiritual	
needs.	 By	 their	 nature	 the	 spiritual	
works	of	mercy	are	 less	 tangible	 than	
the	 corporal	 works	 of	 mercy,	 and	 we	
may	 feel	 less	 confident	 about	 when	
and	how	 to	perform	 them.	 It	 is	crucial	
that	 as	 we	 set	 out	 to	 do	 God’s	 will	
regarding	the	spiritual	works	of	mercy,	
as	with	anything	else,	we	pray	that	God	
will	help	and	guide	us.

Spiritual Works of Mercy
•		 counsel	the	doubtful
•		 instruct	the	ignorant
•		 admonish	sinners
•		 comfort	the	afflicted
•		 forgive	offenses
•		 bear	wrongs	patiently
•		 pray	for	the	living	and	the	dead

In	Baptism	we	were	given	gifts	of	 the	
Holy	 Spirit,	 and	 we	 were	 sealed	 in	
these	gifts	at	Confirmation	–	we	were	
equipped	 to	 meet	 the	 needs	 of	 the	
world.	But	 it	can	happen	that	our	gifts	
have	 not	 yet	 expressed	 themselves	 if	
we	have	not	consciously	assented,	said	
yes,	and	opened	ourselves	to	God.	
	 God’s	 grace	 is	 always	 offered	
–	 it	 is	 never	 withdrawn.	 But	 we	 don’t	
always	 accept	 God’s	 grace,	 whether	
because	we	are	confident	that	we	know	
what	is	best	in	our	lives	or	because	we	
have	 never	 consciously	 considered	
what	God	truly	wants	to	give	us.
	 Often	 our	 perspective	 is	 one	 of	
resistance.	We	are	afraid	of	what	God	
expects	 of	 us,	 what	 he	 would	 make	
us	 do	 or	 give	 up.	 Often	 we	 fear	 the	
changes	God	would	make	in	our	lives.	
But	 no	 good,	 no	 Godly	 decision	 is	

based	in	fear.	Let	us	begin	now,	today,	
to	ask	God	for	an	increase	in	our	trust	
of	 him.	 Let	 us	 ask	God	 to	 soften	 our	
hearts	 to	 his	will,	 to	 loosen	our	 death	
grip	 on	our	 own	plans	and	 to	 remove	
that	fear	of	the	unknown	by	helping	us	
to	better	know	him,	so	that	our	fear	may	
be	holy	awe	and	not	avoidance	of	him.
	 If	you	don’t	know	what	stands	 in	
the	way	of	your	growing	closer	to	God,	
ask	him	to	shed	light	on	any	obstacles.	
And	 if	 you	have	an	 idea	of	what	 your	
obstacle	 might	 be,	 imagine	 that	 thing	
in	your	 life	–	whether	 it	 is	an	habitual	
sin,	 a	 too-busy	 schedule,	 depression,	
addiction,	 a	 disordered	 attachment	 of	
some	kind,	an	unhappy	or	inappropriate	
relationship,	 anxiety.	 Now	 offer	 it	 to	
God.	Yes,	give	it	to	him	and	ask	that	he	
be	with	you	in that very thing.	Ask	God	
to	help	you	to	carry	it	until	you	can	let	it	
go.	Ask	God	to	help	you	to	grow	more	
attached	 to	 him	 and	 less	 attached	 to	
whatever	is	holding	you	back.

	 God	works	gently.	The	Holy	Spirit	
will	not	give	you	whiplash.	God’s	Spirit	
brings	peace.	These	are	 the	gifts	 you	
have	already	within	you:

•	wisdom
•	understanding
•	good	counsel
•	fortitude
•	knowledge
•	piety
•	fear	of	the	Lord

And	you	will	know	them	by	their	fruits:

•	love
•	joy
•	peace
•	forebearance
•	kindness
•	goodness
•	faithfulness
•	gentleness
•	self	control

Aren’t	these	all	to	be	desired?	

Works of Mercy
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St. Joseph’s Society Established 
for Fathers of Young Children and 
Expecting Fathers at CK

The	 St.	 Joseph’s	 Society,	 a	 newly-
established	organization	 for	 fathers	of	
young	 children	 and	 expecting	 fathers	
at	Christ	the	King,	will	kick	off	its	social	
and	 charitable	 activities	 in	 the	 parish	
by	 hosting	 the	 Annual	 Mardi	 Gras	
Chili	 Cook-Off	 on	 Fat	 Tuesday,	 Feb.	
28,	2017.	Doors	will	open	at	6pm,	and	
judging	begins	at	6:30pm.	We	will	have	
hot	 dogs	 for	 the	 children	 and	 all	 the	
fixin’s	for	the	chili.	RSVP	at	www.ckokc.
org/chili,	and	bring	a	crock-pot	of	your	
best	chili.
	 There	will	 two	prizes	awarded:	a	
monogrammed	 apron	 for	 the	 Overall	
Champion,	 and	 a	 cookbook	 and	 a	
bottle	of	wine	for	the	People’s	Choice.	
Desserts	 will	 be	 provided	 by	 the	 St.	
Anne’s	 Society	 for	 mothers	 of	 young	
children	and	expecting	mothers.
	 All	 young	 fathers	 and	 fathers-to-
be	are	 invited	 to	 join	 the	St.	 Joseph’s	
Society	 by	 visiting	 www.ckokc.org/
st-josephs-society	 and	 submitting	 the	
registration	 form.	The	group’s	mission	
is	 to	 grow	 in	 Catholic	 faith	 through	
fellowship	 and	 various	 social	 and	
charitable	 activities.	 The	 group	meets	
monthly	 and	 organizes	 three	 annual	
events:	a	Mardi	Gras	Chili	Cook-Off,	a	
Golf	Tournament,	and	an	Annual	Formal	
Party.	The	Saint	Joseph’s	Society	also	
sponsors	a	scholarship	 through	Christ	
the	 King	 School.	Annual	 dues	 ($100)	
are	required	from	all	active	members.
	 Meetings	are	voluntary	 for	group	
members	 and	 will	 take	 place	 on	 the	
second	 Monday	 of	 the	 month	 at	
5:30pm.	 Meeting	 locations	 are	 to	 be	
determined	 and	 meeting	 dates	 are	
subject	to	change.
	 	 Men	are	 invited	 to	 join	 the	St.	
Joseph’s	Society	for	6:30am	Mass	and	
breakfast	 on	 the	 third	 Wednesday	 of	
every	 month,	 beginning	 in	 April.	 The	
Mass	and	breakfast	meeting	in	May	will	
take	 place	 on	 the	 fourth	 Wednesday	
of	 the	month.	Mass	and	breakfast	are	
voluntary	for	group	members.	Breakfast	
locations	 and	 dates	 are	 subject	 to	
change.  
	 The	 inaugural	 meeting	 for	 the	

St.	 Joseph’s	 Society	 will	 take	 place	
at	 5:30pm	on	Monday,	Mar.	 20,	 2017	
at	 Gabriella’s	 Italian	 Grill,	 located	 at	
1226	NE	 63rd	Street,	Oklahoma	City,	
OK	 73111.	 Please	 come,	meet	 fellow	
members,	 and	 celebrate	 our	 patron	
saint’s	feast	day.	Dinner	reservations	are	
made	in	advance.	RSVP	at	www.ckokc.
org/dinner-meeting-rsvp.  	 Questions?	
Contact	one	of	the	leadership	team	or	
come	to	the	inaugural	meeting.

Ben Palazzolo
President

Taylor Fudge
Vice President

Jim Salmons
Treasurer

Daniel Smith
Community Outreach

Jamie Earley
Secretary and 
Membership Chair

Thomas Moratto
Social Chair

To learn more about 
St. Joseph, patron 
saint of the St. 
Joseph’s Society of 
Christ the King, visit 
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Saint_
Joseph.
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Vatican	City	(CNA)	-	Pope	Francis	could	
meet	with	President	Donald	Trump	at	
the	end	of	May.	The	British	newspaper	
The	 Tablet,	 citing	 diplomatic	 sources,	
said	the	two	will	meet	during	President	
Trump’s	 visit	 to	 Italy.	Trump	will	 go	 to	
the	G7	summit	of	world	leaders	meeting	
held	May	26-27	in	Taorima,	Sicily.
	 The	 president	 and	 the	 Pope	
have	 sometimes	 been	 put	 at	 odds.	
During	a	Feb.	18,	2016	 in-flight	press	
conference,	 Reuters	 reporter	 Philip	
Pullella	 asked	 the	 Pope	 to	 respond	
to	Donald	Trump’s	 immigration	 stand.	
Pope	 Francis	 answered:	 “A	 person	
who	 thinks	 only	 about	 building	 walls,	
wherever	they	may	be,	and	not	building	
bridges,	 is	 not	 Christian.	 This	 is	 not	
in	 the	 Gospel.”	 The	 pontiff	 added	 he	
would	“give	the	benefit	of	the	doubt”	to	
the	political	candidate.	One	week	prior,	
Trump	 had	 bashed	 Pope	 Francis	 as	
a	 “pawn”	 for	 the	Mexican	government	
and	“a	very	political	person”	who	does	
not	 understand	 the	 problems	 of	 the	
United	States.
	 Holy	 See	 spokesman	 Father	
Federico	 Lombardi	 on	 Feb.	 19	 told	
Vatican	Radio	that	the	Pope’s	comment	
“was	never	intended	to	be,	in	any	way,	
a	 personal	 attack	 or	 an	 indication	

of	 how	 to	 vote”	 and	 had	 repeated	 a	
longstanding	 theme	 of	 his	 papacy,	
bridge-building.
	 The	U.S.	bishops	have	responded	
critically	 to	 the	Trump	administration’s	
recent	 executive	 orders.	 One	 bars	
refugee	 admissions	 for	 120	 days	 and	
places	 an	 indefinite	 ban	 on	 Syrian	
refugees.	 It	 bars	 visa	 permissions	
for	 seven	 predominantly	 Muslim	
countries	 on	 the	 terror	 watch	 list	 and	
restrictions	 on	 refugees	 for	 90	 days.	
The	executive	orders,	which	are	facing	
legal	challenges,	also	cap	refugees	at	
50,000,	 compared	 to	 the	2016	 cap	of	
117,000	and	actual	admitted	refugees,	
who	numbered	85,000	last	year.
	 The	 Pope	 has	 made	 refugee	
assistance	 a	 key	 focus	 of	 his	 papacy	
and	 has	 temporarily	 named	 himself	
head	 of	 the	 refugee	 and	 migration	
section	 of	 the	 new	 Vatican	 Dicastery	
for	 the	 Promotion	 of	 Integral	 Human	
Development.	 Father	Michael	Czerny,	
secretary	of	the	dicastery,	told	CNA	that	
the	Holy	See	plans	for	the	U.S.	bishops	
to	be	its	first	line	of	communication	and	
engagement	with	the	U.S.	government	
on	immigration	and	refugee	issues.
	 “They’re	 responding	 very	 well,”	
Fr.	Czerny	said	of	the	bishops.	“And	for	

the	moment,	they’re	the	people	to	listen	
to	on	this	issue.”
	 Other	 positions	 of	 the	 new	
president	 could	 have	 a	 bearing	 on	
U.S.	relations	with	the	Holy	See.	While	
President	 Trump	 previously	 favored	
legal	 abortion,	 as	 a	 candidate	 he	
campaigned	 on	 promises	 he	 would	
support	 pro-life	 policy	 goals	 and	 he	
re-instated	 a	 policy	 barring	 federal	
funds	 for	 overseas	 organizations	 that	
promote	or	perform	abortion.
	 Although	 President	 Trump	 was	
a	 deeply	 controversial	 presidential	
candidate,	 his	 surprise	 victory	 in	
November	 took	 place	 with	 significant	
Catholic	 support.	 According	 to	 the	
Pew	 Research	 Center’s	 analysis	 of	
exit	polls	by	NBCnews.com	and	CNN.
com,	 Trump	 secured	 52	 percent	 of	
Catholic	 voters,	 including	 60	 percent	
of	 non-Hispanic	 white	 Catholics.	 He	
lost	Hispanic	Catholic	voters	to	former	
Secretary	of	State	Hillary	Clinton	by	a	
margin	 of	 67-26,	 though	 this	 was	 an	
improvement	 over	 2012	 Republican	
presidential	 candidate	 Mitt	 Romney’s	
performance	 among	 the	 same	
demographic.	

Is a meeting between Pope 
Francis and Donald Trump on 
the horizon?

WHO I AM
Who I am is not the 
result of chance or 

mere cosmic accident. 
Rather, it is the result 

of God’s intention.

There is a reason why I 
am who I am, although 

that reason may 
not be immediately 

apparent to me.

I was placed here 
for a purpose, and 
that purpose is one 

which I am, in part, to 
discover, not invent.
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Denver,	 Colo.,	 Feb	 16,	 2017	 /	 02:14	
pm	 (CNA/EWTN	News)	 -	New	 claims	
that	messages	 from	 alleged	 visionary	
Charlie	Johnston	have	been	approved	
by	the	Church	are	false,	the	Archdiocese	
of	Denver	clarified	on	Wednesday.Mrs.	
Beckie	Hesse,	who	posts	on	Johnston’s	
blog	under	the	name	“Beckita,”	seemed	
to	claim	in	a	Feb,	7,	2017	blog	post	that	
Johnston’s	alleged	visions	“have	been	
fully	approved	by	the	Church.”

“In	order	to	ensure	that	the	faithful	
are	correctly	 informed,	 it	 is	necessary	
to	publicly	state	that	Mrs.	Hesse’s	claim	
is	 false,”	 the	 Archdiocese	 said	 in	 a	
statement	in	response	to	the	post.

“The	events	of	2016/17	have	shown	
that	Mr.	Johnston’s	alleged	visions	were	
not	accurate	and	the	Archdiocese	urges	
the	 faithful	 not	 to	 condone	 or	 support	
further	attempts	to	reinterpret	them	as	
valid,”	the	statement	concluded.

Charlie	Johnston	is	a	blogger	who	
claims	 to	 have	 received	 visions	 and	
messages	 from	 the	 Blessed	 Virgin	
Mary,	the	angel	Gabriel	and	other	saints	

for	 most	 of	 his	 life.	 He	 has	 blogged	
about	his	visions	and	predictions	since	
2014	on	a	Wordpress	site	entitled	“The	
Next	Right	Step.”

His	predictions	include	warnings	of	
a	worldwide	civil	war,	as	well	as	many	
political	 predictions,	 including	 that	
President	 Barack	 Obama	 would	 not	
finish	his	second	term	and	the	toppling	
of	 the	 U.S.	 government.	 He	 has	 also	
written	about	how	to	survive	if	the	U.S.	
government	were	 to	start	 rounding	up	
conservative	 Christians	 into	 detention	
camps.

Since	1998,	Johnston	has	warned	
about	 “The	 Storm”,	 a	 period	 of	major	
political	 upheaval,	 which	 he	 claims	
the	world	 is	 in	 the	midst	 of	 right	 now.	
He	 has	 predicted	 a	 rescue	 from	 “The	
Storm”	 at	 the	 hands	 of	 the	 Blessed	
Virgin	 Mary	 by	 October	 2017.	 As	 his	
many	 of	 his	 predictions	 regarding	
the	 election	 and	 other	 events	 proved	
inaccurate,	 Johnston	 announced	 after	
Inauguration	Day	that	he	was	stepping	
aside	from	the	public	scene.	Hesse	has	

been	posting	from	his	blog	this	month.
Johnston	 has	 said	 his	 followers	

should	not	focus	on	his	predictions,	but	
instead	on	doing	the	will	of	God	in	the	
moment,	hence	the	title	of	the	blog.

But	 those	 same	 predictions	
garnered	 enough	 attention	 and	
followers	 that	 Archbishop	 Samuel	
Aquila	 with	 the	 Archdiocese	 of	
Denver	 launched	 an	 investigation	
into	 his	 writings	 and	 speeches.	 A	
special	 commission	 composed	 of	 two	
theologians	 and	 a	 canonist	 reviewed	
material	 from	 his	 blog,	 videos	 of	
presentations	from	various	parts	of	the	
country,	and	an	archive	of	his	writings	
from	as	far	back	as	1998.

The	 findings	 of	 the	 commission,	
which	were	released	in	a	statement	in	
March	 2016,	 urged	 extreme	 caution	
among	 the	 faithful	 when	 it	 came	
to	 Johnston’s	 messages,	 and	 also	
announced	 that	 Johnston	 would	 not	
be	 approved	 as	 a	 speaker	 for	 the	
Archdiocese.

“After	 reviewing	 the	 commission’s	
findings	and	in	keeping	with	his	pastoral	
office,	 Archbishop	 Samuel	 J.	 Aquila	
of	 Denver	 has	 decided	 to	 strongly	
advise	the	faithful	to	exercise	prudence	
and	 caution	 in	 regards	 to	 Mr.	 Charlie	
Johnston’s	 alleged	 divine	 visions	 and	
messages.	As	has	been	demonstrated	
with	 other	 alleged	 apparitions,	 the	
danger	exists	of	people	placing	greater	
faith	 in	 a	 prediction	 than	 in	 Christ’s	
words	and	promises,”	the	Archdiocese	
announced	 in	 a	 statement	 last	
year.“For	 those	 who	 are	 disappointed	
by	 this	 finding,	 the	 archdiocese	
encourages	them	to	seek	their	security	
in	 Jesus	 Christ,	 the	 sacraments,	 and	
the	 Scriptures.	 The	 faithful	 should	
also	 remember	 Christ’s	 words:	 ‘But	
about	that	day	and	hour	no	one	knows,	
neither	 the	 angels	 of	 heaven,	 nor	 the	
Son,	but	only	 the	Father’	 (Mt.	24:36).”	


Messages from alleged Denver 
visionary not approved by Church
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London,	 England	 (CNA/EWTN	 News)	
-	When	newlyweds	Charlie	and	Hayley	
Lampshire	 from	 Oxfordshire,	 England	
found	 out	 they	 were	 pregnant	 with	
twins	 in	 2015,	 they	 couldn’t	 have	
been	 happier.	 But	 at	 their	 12-week	
ultrasound,	the	couple	found	out	some	
frightening	news:	Hayley	was	carrying	
Monoamniotic-Monochorionic	 twins,	
which	 meant	 that	 the	 babies	 shared	
one	amniotic	sac,	putting	them	at	high-
risk	 for	 becoming	 strangled	 by	 their	
own	umbilical	cords.
	 “Charlie	 and	 I	 were	 terrified	 at	
first,	 but	 we	 want	 to	 share	 our	 story	
to	 reassure	 other	 that	 there	 is	 hope,	
something	 that	 we	 struggled	 to	 find	
when	 doing	 our	 own	 research,”	 said	
Hayley,	according	 to	 the	Metro.co.UK.	
“My	 husband,	 Charlie,	 and	 I	 were	
heartbroken	 when	 we	 found	 out	 our	
babies	were	in	danger,”	she	said.
	 As	 the	babies	grew	and	became	

more	active	in	the	womb,	they	became	
more	 at	 risk	 for	 becoming	 tangled	
in	 each	 other’s	 cords.	 They	 couple	
was	 told	 that	 selective	abortion	would	
be	 an	 option,	 but	 they	 continued	 the	
pregnancy	 with	 both	 babies.	 The	
doctors	 told	 Hayley	 and	 Charlie	 that	
the	only	way	the	babies	would	survive	
is	 if	 they	 didn’t	 move	 throughout	 the	
pregnancy.	 “They	needed	 to	keep	still	
in	 order	 to	 keep	 one	 another	 alive,”	
Hayley	 recalled.	As	 Hayley	 continued	
to	visit	 the	doctor	 for	her	ultrasounds,	
they	 were	 astonished	 to	 discover	 a	
miracle:	the	babies	were	cuddling	and	
holding	hands	as	they	grew,	remaining	
still	 and	 untangled	 with	 each	 growth	
scan.
	 Because	 of	 their	 high-risk,	 the	
babies	were	scheduled	to	be	delivered	
at	 34-weeks	 by	 caesarian	 section,	 as	
the	 doctors	 didn’t	 want	 the	 babies	 to	
get	any	bigger.	On	August	25,	the	twin	

boys	 Rowen	 and	 Blake	 were	 each	
delivered	 within	 36	 seconds	 of	 each	
other,	 weighing	 just	 over	 4	 pounds	
each.
	 “They	had	fluid	in	their	lungs	and	
were	 struggling	 to	 breathe	 on	 their	
own,”	 Hayley	 said,	 adding	 that	 the	
twins	 stayed	 in	 the	 hospital	 for	 three	
weeks	 before	 bringing	 them	 home.	
Now,	Hayley	and	Charlie	are	happy	to	
report	 that	 their	sons	are	now	 thriving	
and	 “growing	 so	 fast.”	 The	 couple	
expressed	 how	 grateful	 they	were	 for	
the	 lives	of	 their	 twins,	 and	 can’t	wait	
to	tell	their	sons	about	their	miraculous	
story	when	they	get	older.
	 “So	 far,	 they	have	been	good	at	
sharing,	after	all	it	saved	their	lives.	But	
I’m	sure	it	will	be	a	different	story	when	
they	 get	 older,”	 Hayley	 noted.	 “When	
they	 get	 older,	 we	 will	 tell	 them	 how	
special	their	bond	is.”	

The story of Rowen and Blake: Twins who 
cuddled to stay alive
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Daily Mass:	 During	 Lent	 daily	 Mass	 is	
offered	 in	 the	morning,	 as	 usual,	 and	
on	Tuesday	and	Thursday	evenings	at	
5:30pm.	

Adoration:	 Adoration	 of	 the	 Blessed	
Sacrament	 takes	 place,	 as	 usual,	
on	 Mondays	 (7am-6:30pm)	 and	 also	
on	 Fridays	 at	 3pm	 with	 Benediction	
following	Stations	of	the	Cross.

Stations of the Cross:	School	Stations	of	
the	Cross	take	place	Fridays	at	2:15pm	
when	school	is	in	session	and	conclude	
with	Exposition	of	the	Eucharist.	Parish	
Stations	of	the	Cross	take	place	Fridays	
at	7pm.	

Giving Up Something:	 Some	 common	
Lenten	 sacrifices	 include	 sweets,	
sleeping	 in,	 alcohol,	 foul	 language,	
social	 media,	 complaining,	 watching	
TV,	 eating	 out,	 and	 the	 like.	 Examine	
your	 life	and	make	a	change	in	habits	
to	more	closely	follow	Christ.

Fasting:	 Eat	 only	 one	 meal	 and	 two	
“snacks”	which	 together	are	 less	 than	
a	 full	meal.	All	 healthy	Catholics	 from	
age	18-59	are	expected	to	observe	this	
practice	on	Ash	Wednesday	and	Good	
Friday.

Abstinence:	 All	 healthy	 Catholics	 over	
the	age	of	14	are	expected	to	abstain	
from	eating	meat	on	Ash	Wednesday,	
all	Fridays	in	Lent	and	on	Good	Friday	
of	Holy	Week.

Almsgiving:	 Jesus	 teaches	 that	 giving	
alms	 means	 making	 the	 needs	 of	
others	our	own,	especially	the	needy	of	
our	world.	Almsgiving	is	not	just	for	the	
wealthy.	We	all	have	something	material	
to	give.	Donate	personal	possessions,	
donate	 food,	 donate	 money.	 The	
faithful	also	are	encouraged	to	donate	
their	time	in	service	to	the	poor.

Silence:	Spend	time	regularly	waiting	in	
silence	for	God	to	speak	to	your	heart.

Rosary:	 The	 Rosary	 is	 prayed	 before	
each	 6:30am	 Mass	 and	 prior	 to	 the	
8am	 and	 10am	 Masses	 on	 Sundays	
year-round.	Please	join	us	during	Lent.

Lectio Divina:	Lectio	Divina	is	a	form	of	
prayer	 using	 Scripture.	 The	 method	
involves	 reading	 a	 scripture	 passage	
(out	loud,	if	possible)	slowly,	reading	it	
a	second	time	silently,	asking	the	Lord	
to	 guide	 your	 understanding.	 Imagine	
that	you	are	in	the	scene,	or	reflect	on	
the	words	themselves	and	the	feelings	
or	memories	 they	 evoke.	 Focus	 on	 a	
word	or	phrase	that	stands	out	to	you.	
Read	 the	 passage	 again,	 close	 your	
eyes	 and	 listen	 for	 God	 to	 speak	 to	
your	heart.

Spiritual Reading:	Visit	the	parish	library	
and	check	out	a	book	by	or	about	your	
favorite	 saint	 or	 spiritual	 writer.	 Read	
your	Bible	for	10-15	minutes	each	day.

Spiritual Writing:	Keep	a	prayer	journal.

Lenten Observances
Prayer + Fasting + Almsgiving

Faith + Hope + Charity
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Rome,	Italy	(CNA/EWTN	News)	-	After	
a	 tense	 row	with	 the	Holy	 See	 led	 to	
the	 resignation	 of	 their	 Grand	Master	
and	the	reinstatement	of	ousted	Grand	
Chancellor	 Albrecht	 von	 Boeselager,	
the	Order	of	Malta	has	reaffirmed	their	
priorities	amid	the	crisis,	stressing	that	
the	poor	must	always	be	put	first.
	 Pointing	 to	 the	 Order’s	 current	
crisis,	Boeselager	told	 journalists	Feb.	
2	 that	 it	 will	 be	 “a	 marginal	 event	 in	
history,”	and	that	“what	is	more	at	stake	
is	the	crisis	we	are	facing	in	the	world	
and	the	misery	and	the	plea	of	billions	
of	people	homeless,	migrating.”
	 “Please	 don’t	 forget	 to	 report	
about	 these	 cases	 and	 fight	 the	
arrogant	 ignorance	 regarding	 these	
crises	 and	 the	 indifference,”	 he	 said.	
Boeselager	made	his	appeal	at	the	end	
of	 a	 news	 conference	 that	 took	 place	
on	the	heels	of	the	Jan.	24	resignation	
of	 the	 Order’s	 former	 Grand	 Master	
Matthew	Festing	at	the	request	of	Pope	
Francis,	and	his	own	reinstatement	as	
Grand	Chancellor.
	 Festing’s	 resignation	 marked	
the	 end	 of	 a	 month-long	 power	
struggle	 between	 the	 Order	 of	 Malta	
and	 the	 Holy	 See,	 which	 began	 with	
Boeselager’s	 forced	 dismissal	 from	
both	his	position,	and	his	membership	
in	 the	 Order,	 in	 early	 December.	 The	
Holy	See	then	intervened,	establishing	
a	committee	to	investigate	the	decision.	
When	 the	Order	 refused	 to	cooperate	
with	 the	argument	 that	 the	decision	to	
dismiss	 Boeselager	 was	 an	 “internal	
act	 of	 governance”	 and	 therefore	 the	
Holy	 See’s	 investigative	 group	 was	
“legally	 irrelevant”	 given	 the	 Order’s	
sovereignty,	 the	 Holy	 See	 responded	
Jan.	17	by	reiterating	its	confidence	in	
the	group	and	its	work.
	 Shortly	 after	 that	 Festing	 was	
called	in	for	a	private	meeting	with	the	
Pope	and	was	asked	 to	 resign.	Three	
days	later	the	Order’s	Sovereign	council	
voted	 to	 accept	 Festing’s	 resignation	
and	 named	 Grand	 Commander	 Fra’	
Ludwig	 Hoffmann	 von	 Rumerstein	
as	 “lieutenant	 ad	 interim”	 until	 a	 new	
Grand	 Master	 is	 elected.	 Boeselager,	
whose	 brother	Georg	 von	Boeselager	

was	appointed	a	member	of	the	Board	
of	 Superintendents	 of	 the	 IOR	 Dec.	
15,	 was	 also	 reinstated	 as	 Grand	
Chancellor.
	 In	 a	 letter	 to	 Rumerstein	 and	
members	 of	 the	 Sovereign	 Council,	
the	 Pope	 said	 he	 would	 eventually	
be	 appointing	 a	 special	 delegate	 to	
oversee	“spiritual	renewal	of	the	Order,	
specifically	of	its	professed	members.”
	 The	 “Council	Complete	of	State”	
to	elect	a	new	Grand	Master	must	be	
held	within	three	months	of	the	former’s	
resignation	or	death.	Though	no	dates	
have	 yet	 been	 set,	 the	 council	 is	
expected	to	take	place	in	late	April.
	 After	 what	 has	 turned	 out	 to	 be	
a	tumultuous	month	and	a	half	 for	the	
Knights,	Boeselager	 reiterated	six	key	
priorities	for	the	Order	moving	forward.	
The	 number	 one	 priority	 is	 that	 the	
Order	 “has	 the	 government	 in	 place	
that	 is	restoring	leadership	 in	 line	with	
the	constitutions.”	This	has	happened,	
he	said,	noting	that	while	 the	Order	 is	
“unique	 in	 the	 world”	 given	 its	 status	
as	 a	 Catholic	 lay	 order,	 a	 sovereign	
entity,	and	a	humanitarian	institution	all	
at	once,	“as	recent	weeks	have	shown,	
we	are	not	 immune	when	 it	 comes	 to	
having	 a	 crisis	 in	 our	 government.”	
He	 offered	 his	 gratitude	 to	 Festing	
for	 accepting	 the	 Pope’s	 proposal	
to	 resign,	 saying,	 “this	 has	 put	 the	
elective	government	of	the	Order	back	
in	 a	 position	 where	 it	 can	 step	 up	 to	
its	 constitutional	 responsibilities	 and	
govern.”
	 “We	are	now	working	to	reassure	
our	members	and	 to	 restore	normality	
in	 the	 way	 we	 function,”	 he	 said,	
highlighting	 loyalty	 to	 the	Holy	 Father	
as	a	second	key	priority	for	the	Knights.
	 “Let	 me	 reassure	 our	 members,	
and	 everybody,	 that	 the	 government	
is	 and	will	 remain	 as	 a	 service	 of	 the	
Holy	 Father,”	 he	 said,	 stressing	 that	
their	 devotion	 to	 Church	 teaching	 “is	
irrevocable	and	beyond	question.”
	 The	 crisis	 the	 Order	 underwent	
“was	a	government	crisis	brought	about	
by	an	act	illegal	under	the	constitution,”	
he	 said,	 voicing	 his	 gratitude	 to	 the	
Pope	for	offering	guidance	that	led	“to	

a	swift	solution.”	
	 Pointing	 to	 allegations	 that	 the	
group	 investigating	 the	 Order	 on	 the	
part	of	 the	Holy	See	had	a	“conflict	of	
interest”	 due	 to	 links	 between	 certain	
group	members	 to	 a	 fund	 in	Geneva,	
Boeselager	 said	 he	 regrets	 the	
accusations,	 calling	 them	 “baseless	
and	unfounded.”
	 “We	 look	 forward	 to	 cooperating	
with	the	special	delegate	the	Pope	will	
appoint,”	 he	 said,	 voicing	 the	 Order’s	
full	willingness	to	cooperate.
	 A	 third	 key	 priority	 the	 Grand	
Chancellor	voiced	is	to	keep	the	Order’s	
humanitarian	and	socio-medial	work	“at	
the	center”	of	the	government’s	activity,	
saying	the	crisis	in	the	Middle	East	and	
the	Mediterranean	are	proof	 that	 their	
work	 “has	 never	 been	 more	 relevant	
and	needed.”	He	 insisted	 that	despite	
their	 current	 crisis,	 the	Order	 “will	 not	
allow	 the	 recent	 distractions	 in	 the	
government	of	 the	order	 to	 jeopardize	
our	humanitarian	and	social	work.”
	 Pointing	 to	 a	 fourth	 priority	
for	 the	 Order,	 Boeselager	 said	 they	
intend	 to	 strengthen	 their	 diplomatic	
engagement,	 since	 their	 sovereignty	
and	diplomatic	network	“play	a	vital	role	
in	 the	Order’s	ability	 to	serve	peoples	
in	need	and	is	an	asset	to	the	Catholic	
Church.”	 Boeselager	 said	 the	 Order	
also	intends	to	place	a	strong	emphasis	
on	 addressing	 the	 needs	 of	 migrants	
and	 refugees,	 and	 plans	 to	 “scale	 up	
projects”	in	needy	areas.
	 “The	 priority	 for	 the	 order	 of	
Malta	 is	 to	 continue	 unabated	 its	
many	 humanitarian	 projects	 in	 over	
20	 countries	 worldwide,”	 he	 said,	
noting	that	“the	needs	of	migrants	and	
refugees	have	never	been	greater.”
	 A	 final	 priority	 highlighted	 by	
the	 Grand	 Chancellor	 was	 the	 firm	
condemnation	 of	 “discriminatory	
policies”	toward	migrants,	and	the	need	
to	advocate	 for	 “a	strong	reaffirmation	
of	humanitarian	laws.”
	 “We	are	alarmed	and	concerned	
by	 the	 proliferation	 of	 discriminatory	
positions	 toward	 immigrants,	not	 least	
based	on	 their	countries	of	origin,”	he	
said,	 noting	 that	 “history	 has	 already	

Knights of Malta seek to reaffirm 
commitment to the poor
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provided	 us	 with	 plenty	 of	 examples	
showing	 dramatic	 and	 monstrous	
consequences	 of	 policies	 based	 on	
origin	and	race.”
	 In	 a	 question-and-answer	
session	 after	 giving	 his	 brief	 address,	
Boeselager	 addressed	 concerns	 that	
the	Pope	had	somehow	interfered	with	
the	 Order’s	 sovereignty	 by	 asking	 for	
Festing’s	 resignation,	 as	 well	 as	 his	
mandate	for	reform	under	the	guidance	
of	his	own	personal	delegate.
	 “The	 Vatican	 took	 care	 of	 the	
crisis,	or	started	to,	when	it	was	made	
aware	of	 the	 fact	 that	 the	wish	 of	 the	
Holy	 Father	 was	 invoked	when	 I	 was	
asked	 to	 resign,”	 he	 stated.	 This	
turned	out	 to	be	 false,	 and	 “that’s	 the	
reason	the	Holy	Father	and	the	Vatican	
stepped	in,	so	it	has	nothing	to	do	with	
our	sovereignty,”	he	said,	and,	pointing	
to	the	Pope’s	Jan.	28	letter	to	the	Order,	
noted	that	Francis	himself	said	that	“he	
will	not	interfere	with	our	relations	with	
states.”
	 Both	 Pope	 Francis	 and	 the	
Holy	 See	 are	 well	 aware	 “that	 our	
sovereignty	is	a	service	of	the	Church,”	
he	 said.	 Boeselager	 also	 countered	
claims	 that	 Festing	 was	 essentially	
discharged	 by	 the	 Pope.	 “It	 isn’t	 right	

to	say	the	Grand	Master	was	ousted,”	
he	 stated.	 “He	 was	 asked,	 I	 suppose	
–	none	of	us	were	present,	but	–	 in	a	
pastoral	way,	to	consider	resignation.”
	 Pointing	to	the	distinction	between	
the	 religious	 and	 sovereign	 sides	 of	
the	 Order,	 Boeselager	 described	 the	
relationship	as	being	 like	 two	sides	of	
the	 same	 coin,	which	 are	 “very	much	
interlinked.”
	 “So	 one	 side	 of	 course	 has	
consequences	 for	 the	 other	 side,	
but	 the	 Pope	 made	 it	 very	 clear	 that	
the	 focus	 will	 be	 the	 religious	 side	 of	
the	 Order,”	 he	 said,	 explaining	 that	
their	 government	 soon	 plans	 to	 invite	
ambassadors	 to	 the	 Order	 to	 talk	 to	
them	about	the	situation.
	 On	 the	 point	 of	 the	 Order’s	
sovereignty,	 the	 Grand	 Chancellor	
made	 a	 point	 to	 emphasize	 that	 the	
media’s	 concentration	 on	 this	 aspect,	
“partly	provoked	by	 the	 letters	put	out	
by	the	Grand	Master	before,”	is	missing	
the	point.	 “The	base	 is	 that	 the	Order	
needs	to	work	in	a	trustful	relation	with	
the	 Holy	 Father	 and	 the	 Holy	 See.	
Without	this	trustful	relation,	the	Order	
cannot	 function,”	 he	 said,	 adding	 that	
the	Pope’s	concern	“was	to	re-establish	
the	trustful	relation	between	the	Order	

and	 the	Holy	See.”	He	said	 that	while	
many	of	the	reasons	he	was	asked	to	
resign	are	“a	mystery	to	me,”	part	of	it	
had	 to	 do	with	 “an	 increasing	 tension	
and	disagreement	between	the	elected	
government	of	 the	Order,	not	only	me	
but	 also	 my	 colleagues,	 and	 people	
brought	in	by	the	Grand	Master	without	
regard	 to	 the	 constitution	 in	 positions	
that	are	not	constitutional.”
	 Pointing	specifically	to	allegations	
that	under	his	watch	the	Order’s	charity	
branch	had	inadvertently	been	involved	
in	 distributing	 condoms	 in	 Burma	 to	
prevent	the	spread	of	HIV,	Boeselager	
said	 the	 problem	 was	 discovered	 by	
an	internal	audit,	and	action	was	taken	
“immediately.”	Noting	how	this	has	been	
widely	publicized,	he	said	that	“I	think	it	
has	been	proven	that	I,	as	far	as	I	know	
that	was	also	the	result	of	 the	Vatican	
commission,	that	the	allegations	in	this	
case	against	me	are	groundless.”
	 When	asked	what	the	“moral	and	
spiritual”	reform	of	the	Order’s	religious	
aspect	 might	 consist	 of,	 Boeselager	
said	that	has	yet	to	be	seen,	but	since	
there	 are	 only	 55	 Professed	 Knights,	
“Probably	 one	 of	 the	 aspects	 of	 the	
reform	 will	 be	 what	 can	 be	 done	 to	
attract	more	people	to	the	vocation.”	

Albrecht	von	Boeselager
Photo by Daniel Ibanez, CNA
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Here	 are	 four	 books	 (in	 no	 particular	
order)	 that	 I	 recommend	 for	 2017.	
All	 are	 excellent	 and	 none	 requires	
specialized	knowledge	or	expertise.

Bearing False Witness: Debunking 
Centuries of Anti-Catholic History 
by Rodney Stark
Any	mainstream	 textbook	will	 tell	 you	
that	the	Inquisition	was	one	of	the	most	
frightening	 and	 bloody	 chapters	 in	
Western	history,	that	Pope	Pius	XII	was	
anti-Semitic	and	is	rightly	called	“Hitler’s	
Pope,”	that	the	Dark	Ages	were	stunted	
by	Catholicism	towards	the	progress	of	
knowledge	 and	 science,	 and	 that	 the	
Crusades	were	an	early	example	of	the	
greed	for	power	and	riches	on	the	part	
of	the	Catholic	Church.
	 In	 this	 engaging	 book	 Rodney	
Stark,	 distinguished	 professor	 of	
history	 and	 the	 social	 sciences	 at	
Baylor	University,	argues	that	some	of	
the	most	firmly	held	ideas	about	history	
that	 paint	 the	 Catholic	 Church	 in	 the	
most	negative	light	are,	in	fact,	mostly	
fiction.	In	each	chapter,	Stark	takes	on	
a	 well-established	 anti-Catholic	 myth,	
and	gives	a	fascinating	history	of	how	
each	 myth	 developed	 and	 became	
the	 conventional	 wisdom,	 and	 he	
presents	a	startling	picture	of	 the	 real	
truth.	Stark	 is	not	only	an	outstanding	
social	historian	but	significantly	is	not	a	
Catholic.

The Great Dance: the Christian 
Vision Revisited by C. Baxter Kruger.
Have	 you	 ever	 read	 a	 book	 or	 article	
or	 heard	 a	 homily	 that	 presented	 the	
doctrine	 of	 the	Trinity	 in	 a	 compelling	
and	 spiritually	 nourishing	 fashion?	
Possibly	not.	 If	you	are	eager	 to	have	
the	 Trinity	 explained	 to	 you,	 here	 is	
the	 book.	 Presbyterian/Reformed	
theologian	 C.	 Baxter	 Kruger	 presents	
the	 Trinity	 in	 a	 manner	 that	 is	 eye-
opening,	 compelling,	 contemporary,	
and	 faithful	 to	 the	 longer	 Christian	
doctrinal	tradition.	I	rarely	read	a	book	
all	 the	 way	 through;	 this	 book	 I	 have	
read	 twice.	 I	 could	 not	 recommend	 it	
highly	enough.	 It	would	be	great	 for	a	
study	group.

Jesus: a Pilgrimage by James 
Martin, S.J.
Fr.	 James	 Martin	 is	 one	 of	 the	 most	
popular	 and	 substantive	 American	
Catholic	 writers	 today.	 His	 books	
constantly	 make	 it	 to	 the	 New	 York	
Times	 Bestseller	 list.	 In	 Jesus:	 a	
Pilgrimage,	 Martin	 recounts	 a	 visit	 to	
the	Holy	Land	in	a	manner	that	is	part	
memoir,	part	spiritual	 retreat,	and	part	
travelogue.
	 For	 those	who	 have	 never	 been	
to	the	Holy	Land	(including	myself),	this	
book	brings	to	life	the	persons,	places,	
and	events	that	place	you	spiritually	in	
the	 land	 and	 times	 of	 Jesus.	 People	

who	 have	 gone	 on	 pilgrimage	 to	 the	
Holy	Land	tell	me	that	they	never	read	
the	Bible	in	the	same	way	again.	Their	
knowledge	of	the	life	of	Jesus	and	the	
places	in	which	he	lived	comes	to	life	in	
a	powerful	way.	This	book	would	make	
great	 spiritual	 reading	 during	 Lent	 or	
Easter.

Vibrant Paradoxes: the both/and of 
Catholicism by Robert Barron.
Barron,	 appointed	 auxiliary	 bishop	 of	
Los	Angeles	in	2014,	is	the	founder	of	
Word	 on	 Fire	 Catholic	Ministries,	 and	
writer	 and	 host	 of	 the	 phenomenally	
successful	 “Catholicism”	 series.	 His	
aim	 is	 always	 to	 present	 the	 Gospel	
and	the	life	of	the	Church	in	a	manner	
that	focuses	on	the	beauty	of	the	faith	
and	the	“beautiful	people”	–	the	saints	
of	Catholicism.
	 Vibrant	 Paradoxes	 is	 a	 “both/
and”	 book,	 meaning	 that	 it	 seeks	 to	
unite	beliefs	and	motifs	that	often	seem	
contrary	–	grace	and	nature,	faith	and	
reason,	 scripture	 and	 tradition,	 body	
and	soul.	Barron	writes	in	a	manner	that	
is	 exciting,	 accessible,	 traditional	 and	
contemporary.	It	renders	him,	perhaps,	
the	most	articulate	speaker	and	writer	
among	the	U.S.	bishops	today.	

Any	of	these	books	may	be	ordered	
through	St.	Thomas	More	Books	&	Gifts	
(7904	N.	May	Ave.,	405-842-9911)

Viewpoint: Four Books to Read during the 
Coming Year
by	Msgr.	M.	Francis	Mannion



13

Get Hooked Crochet Program
Most	 parishioners	 are	 aware	 by	 now	
that	 Christ	 the	 King	 has	 a	 fruitful	
ministry	 at	 the	 Oklahoma	 County	 Jail	
under	 the	 energetic	 leadership	 of	
Sally	 Riesenberg,	 but	 Christ	 the	 King	
also	has	a	presence	at	Mabel	Bassett	
women’s	prison	in	McLoud.
	 Fr.	Joseph	Schwarz	offers	Mass	at	
Mabel	Bassett	on	Saturday	afternoons,	
usually	 accompanied	 by	 Deacon	
David	 Schrupp,	 and	 about	 two	 dozen	
of	 the	women	are	part	of	a	group	that	
meets	with	CK	staffer	Kelly	Fanning	a	
couple	of	Wednesday	afternoons	each	
month.	One	of	the	women	in	that	group	
brought	 to	 Kelly’s	 attention	 a	 project	
that	 she	 thought	 parishioners	 would	
be	 interested	 in	 supporting,	 the	 Get	
Hooked	Crochet	Program.
	 Get	 Hooked	 is	 a	 project	 of	 Mrs.	
Phillips,	 Mr.	 Seright	 and	 Mr.	 Carder,	
three	staff	members	at	Mabel	Bassett.	
Inmates	learn	how	to	crochet	and	knit,	
giving	them	an	opportunity	to	learn	a	fun	
skill,	while	doing	something	productive	
with	 their	 time	and	something	positive	

for	the	community.	All	 items	made	are	
donated	 to	 local	charities	or	people	 in	
need.	 Get	 Hooked	 needs	 donations,	
and	 Christ	 the	 King	 can	 help.	 Here’s	
what	is	needed:

•	crochet	hooks	(no	steel)
•	Poly-Fil	polyester	fiber	fill
•	yarn
•	crochet	books	and	patterns
•	tapestry	needles
•	beads
•	plastic	stitch	markers
•	plastic	safety	eyes
•	blunt-tip	scissors
•	buttons
•	knitting	needles	(no	steel)

	 Bring	donations	to	the	parish	office.	
Tax	receipts	are	available.	If	you	bring	
your	items	packaged	up,	please	have	a	
list	of	the	items	available.	An	inventory	
must	 be	 provided	 at	 the	 time	 the	
donations	are	brought	 into	 the	prison.	
Questions?	Contact	Kelly	at	(405)	242-
4516	or	kelly@ckokc.org.

Our	 new	Online	Directory	 and	Mobile	
App	 is	 now	 available	 through	 the	
parish	 website,	 www.ckokc.org.	 You	
will	 find	 the	 link	 on	 the	 Home	 page	
and	 in	 General	 Information	 under	 the	
About	tab.	The	directory	contains	most	
parishioners,	 staff	 and	 some	 active	
friends	 of	 the	 parish.	 The	 directory	 is	
password	protected	and	only	available	
to	members	 of	 our	 congregation.	You	
control	 how	 much	 information	 you	
share.	 If	you	do	not	wish	 to	be	visible	
in	 the	Online	Directory,	we	are	happy	
to	remove	your	information.	If	you	have	
questions,	 contact	 Jayne	 Clarke	 at	
jayne@ckokc.org	or	(405)	242-4511.
	 Click	 on	 the	 link	 to	 the	 Online	
Directory	 and	 log	 in	 using	 the	 User	
Name	 provided	 in	 the	 letter	 mailed	
to	 you	 in	 February.	 The	 Password	 is	
ckokc.	 Press	Go	 and	 click	 on	 the	My	
Profile	 tab	 to	 change	 your	 password.	
Verify	 that	 all	 of	 your	 information	 is	
correct,	and	make	any	needed	updates.	
	 The	parish	Guide	Book	 is	also	on	
the	 Home	 page	 of	 our	 website.	 This	
valuable	resource	can	help	you	find	the	
ministry	that	speaks	to	your	heart	and	
makes	use	of	your	gifts	and	talents.	 If	
you	 have	 been	 involved	 in	 a	 ministry	
for	many	years,	be	sure	to	take	a	look	
at	the	Guide	Book	to	see	if	something	
new	piques	your	 interest.	As	we	grow	
in	 life	 and	 faith,	 our	 gifts	 change	 and	
develop.	You	are	encouraged	this	Lent	
to	examine	your	role	in	the	parish	and	
the	 community	 and	 to	 check	 in	 with	
God	to	discern	whether	you	are	being	
called	onto	a	new	path	in	your	journey	
of	faith	and	service.
	 You	 can	 download	 the	 free	
mobile	app	by	searching	“Guide	Book	
Publishing”	at	your	app	store.	You	will	
be	asked	for	our	mobile	privacy	code,	
which	 is	ckokc.	When	 the	app	opens,	
enter	 your	 username	 and	 password	
and	select	Remember	Me,	if	you	want	
the	app	 to	store	your	 information.	We	
hope	that	you	use,	learn	from	and	enjoy	
our	new	Online	Directory.	

Online

A Prayer for the Incarcerated
Heavenly	Father,	you	have	given	to	each	of	your	children	the	gift	of	unconditional	
and	merciful	love.	You	sent	your	Son,	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	that	we	may	find	our	
way	to	you	in	this	beautiful	yet	flawed	world.	Send	your	Holy	Spirit	into	our	hearts	
and	the	hearts	of	your	many	children	who	are	incarcerated.	Make	us	merciful	like	
you,	and	bless	them	with	an	awareness	of	your	loving	presence.
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Chur,	Switzerland	(CNA/EWTN	News)	
-	Referring	extensively	to	Pope	Francis’	
writing	 in	 Amoris	 Laetitia,	 a	 Swiss	
bishop	 on	 Thursday	 gave	 direction	
on	 how	 to	 implement	 the	 exhortation,	
emphasizing	respect	for	the	sanctity	of	
the	marriage	bond.
	 “The	 task	 of	 pastoral	 care	 is	 to	
convey	to	the	people	an	awareness	of	
the	sanctity	of	the	marriage	bond,	or	to	
convey	it	again,”	Bishop	Vitus	Huonder	
of	Chur	wrote	in	his	Feb.	2	letter	“The	
Holiness	of	the	Marriage	Bond.”
	 After	 an	 extensive	 introduction	
which	 quoted	 at	 length	 from	 Amoris	
Laetitia,	 Bishop	 Huonder	 asked	 the	
priests	of	the	Chur	diocese	to	observe	
nine	 points,	 the	 first	 of	 which	 is	 that	
“the	starting	point	 for	accompaniment,	
discernment,	 and	 integration	 must	 be	
the	sanctity	of	the	marriage	bond.”
	 He	 emphasized	 the	 holiness	 of	
marriage,	 present	 in	 the	natural	 order	
and	 strengthened	 in	 the	 sacramental	
order.	 “The	 formation	 of	 conscience	
regarding	this	truth	is	an	urgent	task	in	
our	time,”	he	noted.
	 “The	 marriage	 bond	 itself	 is	 a	
gift	 of	 the	 love,	 wisdom,	 and	 mercy	
of	 God,	 which	 grants	 to	 the	 spouses	
grace	 and	 help.	 Therefore,	 reference	
to	the	marriage	bond	must	be	the	first	
step	in	accompanying,	discerning,	and	
integrating,”	Bishop	Huonder	wrote.

	 The	bishop	directed	that	if,	during	a	
confession,	a	priest	sees	that	there	are	
questions	about	the	penitent’s	state	of	
life	that	need	to	be	clarified,	he	should	
ask	 the	 penitent	 to	 begin	 a	 longer	
process	of	penitence	and	integration.
	 “In	 the	 pastoral	 care	 and	
accompaniment	of	divorced-and-civilly-
remarried	persons	it	is	first	necessary	to	
examine	whether	the	marriage	contract	
(the	‘first	marriage’)	was	valid,”	Bishop	
Huonder	 said.	 “This	 examination	
cannot	be	made	by	the	individual	priest,	
and	especially	not	in	the	confessional,”	
and	he	alluded	to	the	necessary	role	of	
the	tribunal	in	investigating	validity.
	 “Whatever	 is	 found	 out	 about	
the	 validity	 of	 the	 marriage,	 a	 failed	
marriage	 must	 in	 any	 case	 be	 dealt	
with	 humanely	 and	 faithfully,”	 he	
emphasized.	“This	means	that	a	longer	
pastoral	 path,	 demanding	 patience,	
must	be	pursued.”
	 Bishop	 Huonder	 noted	 that	 “the	
reception	 of	 Holy	 Communion	 by	 the	
divorced-and-civilly-remarried	may	not	
be	left	up	to	a	subjective	decision,”	and	
it	 is	thus	“necessary	to	be	able	to	rely	
on	objective	conditions.”
	 “In	the	case	of	divorced-and-civilly-
remarried	 persons,	 respect	 for	 the	
existing	marriage	bond	is	crucial.”
	 If	 a	 divorced-and-remarried	
penitent	 requests	 absolution,	 the	

confessor	 must	 establish	 that	 if	 they	
cannot	 separate	 from	 their	 partner,	
they	are	willing	 to	 take	on	 the	duty	 to	
live	 as	 brother	 and	 sister,	 as	 directed	
by	 St.	 John	 Paul	 II’s	 1981	 apostolic	
exhortation	Familiaris	Consortio.
	 “This	 remains	 the	 case	 because	
the	 new	 apostolic	 exhortation	 Amoris	
Laetitia	 expressly	 does	 not	 provide	 ‘a	
new	set	of	canonical	rules’	(cf.	AL	300).	
The	penitent	will	first	have	to	manifest	
a	firm	intention	to	live	in	respect	of	the	
marriage	bond	of	their	‘first’	marriage.”
	 Bishop	 Huonder	 concluded	 by	
exhorting	 priests	 to	 always	 keep	 in	
mind	the	words	of	St.	Paul	that	“this	is	
a	great	mystery.	 I	speak	of	Christ	and	
the	Church.”

The full text of Bishop Huonder’s letter, 
translated by CNA follows.

The Holiness of the Marriage Bond – 
A word on the post-synodal apostolic 
exhortation Amoris Laetitia

Dear	brothers	in	the	priestly	ministry,
	 In	 the	 discussion	 around	 the	
post-synodal	 apostolic	 exhortation	
Amoris	 Laetitia,	 the	 eighth	 chapter	
centers	 on	 the	 question	 of	 divorced-
and-civilly-remarried	 persons.	 For	 this	
reason	 I	 give,	 in	 my	 responsibility	 as	
bishop,	some	advice	on	this	to	pastors	
(confessors).
	 I	 would	 like	 to	 express	 the	
following:	The	Holy	Father	says	in	the	
introduction	to	Amoris	Laetitia	“that	not	
all	 discussions	 of	 doctrinal,	 moral	 or	
pastoral	 issues	 need	 to	 be	 settled	 by	
interventions	 of	 the	 magisterium”	 (AL	
3).	This	statement	helps	us	 recognize	
the	 level	 of	 authority	 of	 post-synodal	
apostolic	exhortations.
	 “If	 we	 consider	 the	 immense	
variety	 of	 concrete	 situations,	 it	 is	
understandable	that	neither	the	Synod	
nor	this	Exhortation	could	be	expected	
to	provide	a	new	set	of	general	 rules,	
canonical	 in	 nature	 and	 applicable	 to	
all	cases.	What	is	possible	is	simply	a	
renewed	encouragement	 to	undertake	
a	 responsible	 personal	 and	 pastoral	
discernment	 of	 particular	 cases”	 (AL	
300),	 says	 the	Pope	 in	 the	 context	 of	
the	discernment	of	irregular	situations.	
This	means,	however,	 that	 the	bishop	
is	 all	 the	 more	 required	 to	 speak	 a	
word	of	direction,	because	priests	have	
the	 task	 to	 “accompany	 [the	 divorced	

Marriage is holy: A Swiss bishop 
publishes 9 points on ‘Amoris Laetitia’
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and	 remarried]	 in	 helping	 them	 to	
understand	 their	 situation	 according	
to	 the	 teaching	of	 the	Church	and	 the	
guidelines	 of	 the	 bishop”	 (AL	 300).	
Further,	 “every	 effort	 should	 be	made	
to	 encourage	 the	 development	 of	 an	
enlightened	 conscience,	 formed	 and	
guided	by	the	responsible	and	serious	
discernment	 of	 one’s	 pastor,	 and	 to	
encourage	 an	 ever	 greater	 trust	 in	
God’s	grace”	(303).	
	 This	 is	 precisely	 what	 the	 Holy	
Father,	 in	 Amoris	 Laetitia	 307,	 says:	
“‘Young	 people	 who	 are	 baptized	
should	 be	 encouraged	 to	 understand	
that	 the	 sacrament	 of	 marriage	 can	
enrich	their	prospects	of	 love	and	that	
they	 can	 be	 sustained	 by	 the	 grace	
of	Christ	 in	 the	sacrament	and	by	 the	
possibility	 of	 participating	 fully	 in	 the	
life	of	the	Church.’	A	lukewarm	attitude,	
any	 kind	 of	 relativism,	 or	 an	 undue	
reticence	in	proposing	that	ideal,	would	
be	a	 lack	of	fidelity	 to	 the	Gospel	and	
also	of	 love	on	the	part	of	 the	Church	
for	 young	 people	 themselves.”	 Given	
all	of	these	passages	in	Amoris	Laetitia	
I	ask	priests	to	observe	the	following:

	 1.	 The	 starting	 point	 for	
accompaniment,	 discernment,	 and	
integration	must	be	the	sanctity	of	 the	
marriage	 bond.	 The	 task	 of	 pastoral	
care	 is	 to	 convey	 to	 the	 people	 an	
awareness	 of	 the	 sanctity	 of	 the	
marriage	 bond,	 or	 to	 convey	 it	 again.	
The	 Holy	 Father	 speaks	 of	 “pastoral	
care	 centred	 on	 the	 marriage	 bond”	
[Seelsorge	 der	 Bindung]	 (AL	 211;	 in	
the	Italian	it	reads	vincolo).	The	official	
German	 translation	 of	 vincolo	 with	
Bindung	 [connection]	 is	 too	 weak.	
Therefore	I	speak	explicitly	of	the	bond.

	 2.	As	the	marriage	bond	is	already	
holy	 from	 creation	 (natural	 marriage),	
the	more	so	is	it	from	the	new	creation	
(the	 order	 of	 redemption)	 though	
sacramental	marriage	(the	supernatural	
order).	 The	 formation	 of	 conscience	
regarding	this	truth	is	an	urgent	task	in	
our	time	(cf.	AL	300).

	 3.	 This	 formation	 of	 conscience	
is	 all	 the	 more	 necessary	 because	
a	 pastor	 cannot	 be	 content	 “simply	
to	 apply	moral	 laws	 to	 those	 living	 in	
‘irregular’	 situations,	 as	 if	 they	 were	
stones	 to	 throw	 at	 people’s	 lives”	 (AL	
305).	 The	 marriage	 bond	 itself	 is	 a	
gift	 of	 the	 love,	 wisdom,	 and	 mercy	

of	 God,	 which	 grants	 to	 the	 spouses	
grace	 and	 help.	 Therefore,	 reference	
to	the	marriage	bond	must	be	the	first	
step	in	accompanying,	discerning,	and	
integrating.

	 4.	If	a	confessor,	in	the	course	of	a	
confession	with	an	unknown	penitent	(at	
an	‘occasional	confession’),	recognizes	
questions	 about	 the	 marriage	 bond	
which	 need	 clarification,	 he	 will	 ask	
the	penitent	to	confide	in	a	priest	who	
can	accompany	him	on	a	 longer	path	
of	 repentance	 and	 integration;	 or	 the	
penitent	 will	 contact	 the	 confessor	
himself	outside	of	the	confession.

	 5.	 In	 the	 pastoral	 care	 and	
accompaniment	of	divorced-and-civilly-
remarried	persons	 it	 is	first	necessary	
to	 examine	 whether	 the	 marriage	
contract	(the	“first	marriage”)	was	valid,	
whether	 a	marriage	 bond	 truly	 exists.	
This	 examination	 cannot	 be	made	 by	
the	 individual	 priest,	 and	 especially	
not	in	the	confessional.	The	confessor	
must	 refer	 the	person	concerned	 to	a	
diocesan	official.

	 6.	 Whatever	 is	 found	 out	 about	
the	 validity	 of	 the	 marriage,	 a	 failed	
marriage	must	in	any	case	be	dealt	with	
humanely	 and	 faithfully.	 This	 means	
that	a	longer	pastoral	path,	demanding	
patience,	 must	 be	 pursued.	 “Useful	
in	 this	 process	 is	 an	 examination	
of	 conscience	 through	 moments	 of	
reflection	and	repentance.	The	divorced	
and	remarried	should	ask	themselves:	
how	did	they	act	towards	their	children	
when	 the	 conjugal	 union	 entered	
into	 crisis;	 whether	 or	 not	 they	 made	
attempts	 at	 reconciliation;	 what	 has	
become	of	the	abandoned	party;	what	
consequences	 the	 new	 relationship	
has	 on	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 family	 and	 the	
community	 of	 the	 faithful;	 and	 what	
example	is	being	set	for	young	people	
who	 are	 preparing	 for	 marriage.	 A	
sincere	 reflection	can	strengthen	 trust	
in	the	mercy	of	God	which	is	not	denied	
anyone”	 (AL	 300).	 “The	 Church’s	
pastors,	in	proposing	to	the	faithful	the	
full	ideal	of	the	Gospel	and	the	Church’s	
teaching,	must	also	help	them	to	treat	
the	 weak	 with	 compassion,	 avoiding	
aggravation	 or	 unduly	 harsh	 or	 hasty	
judgements”	(AL	308).

	 7.	 The	 reception	 of	 Holy	
Communion	 by	 the	 divorced-and-

civilly-remarried	may	not	 be	 left	 up	 to	
a	subjective	decision.	It	is	necessary	to	
be	able	to	rely	on	objective	conditions	
(on	 the	Church’s	 prescriptions	 for	 the	
reception	of	Holy	Communion).	 In	 the	
case	 of	 divorced-and-civilly-remarried	
persons,	 respect	 for	 the	 existing	
marriage	bond	is	crucial.

	 8.	 If	 during	a	 conversation	 (in	 the	
case	of	confession)	the	absolution	of	a	
divorced-and-civilly-remarried	 person	
is	 requested,	 it	 must	 be	 established	
that	this	person	is	ready	to	accept	the	
prescriptions	 of	 Familiaris	 Consortio	
84.	That	is:	where,	for	serious	reasons,	
a	man	 and	woman	 cannot	 satisfy	 the	
obligation	 to	 separate	 (cf.	 AL	 298),	
they	 are	 called	 to	 live	 as	 brother	 and	
sister.	This	remains	the	case	because	
the	 new	 apostolic	 exhortation	 Amoris	
Laetitia	expressly	does	not	provide	 “a	
new	set	of	canonical	rules”	(cf.	AL	300).	
The	penitent	will	first	have	to	manifest	
a	firm	intention	to	live	in	respect	of	the	
marriage	bond	of	their	“first”	marriage.

	 9.	 In	 the	 preparation	 and	
accompaniment	 of	 the	 engaged,	
spouses,	and	families,	let	us	remember	
always	the	words	of	St.	Paul:	“This	is	a	
great	mystery.	I	speak	of	Christ	and	the	
Church.	(Eph	5:32)”	Sacramentum	hoc	
magnum	est,	ego	autem	dico	in	Christo	
et	in	Ecclesia.

	 With	my	 thanks	 for	your	fidelity	 to	
the	 Lord	 and	 his	 mission,	 I	 cordially	
greet	 you,	 together	with	my	episcopal	
blessing.

Chur,	2	February	2017
	 +Vitus	Huonder,	Bishop	of	Chur

You may read Amoris Laetitia in its 
entirety on the Vatican website (w2.
vatican.va) and on the Laudate app. 
Visit your app store to download 
Laudate for free, or scan the QR 
code to read Amoris Laetitia now. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
February 26

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

February 27

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm

February 28   MARDI GRAS

Mass	6:30am

Chili	Cook-Off	6:30-9pm

March 1   ASH WEDNESDAY
															(Day	of	Fast	&	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
Mass	8:15am
Mass	12:00pm
Mass	7pm

March 2

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 3	(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

March 4

Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass-5pm

March 5   1ST SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

March 6

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm
SAM	Luncheon	12:00pm	

March 7

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 8

Mass	6:30am

March 9

Mass	8:15am,	5:30pm

March 10	(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

March 11

Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass-5pm

March 12   2ND SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

March 13

No	School
Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm

March 14

No	School
Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 15

No	School
Mass	6:30am

March 16

No	School
Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 17 (St. Patrick’s Day)
																(Day	of	Abstinence)
No	School
Mass	6:30am
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

March 18

Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm

March 19   3RD SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

March 20 (St. Joseph, Spouse of
                the Blessed Virgin Mary)

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm

March 21

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 22

Mass	6:30am

March 23

Mass	8:15am,	5:30pm

March 24	(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

March 25

Oklahoma	Catholic	Women’s					
		Conference,	Reed	Ctr,	MWC	7am
Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm

March 26   4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

March 27

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm
Lenten	Penance	Rite	6:30pm

March 28

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 29

Mass	6:30am

March 30

Mass	8:15am,	5:30pm

Lenten	Mission	Night	1	6:30pm

March 31			(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

April 1

Catholic	Men’s	Conference,	
		Embassy	Suites,	Norman	9am
Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm

April 2     6TH SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

April 3

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm

April 4

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

April 5

Mass	6:30am

April 6

Mass	8:15am,	5:30pm

Lenten	Mission	Night	2	6:30pm

April 7			(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

April 8

Redbud	Classic	7am
Lector	Rehearsal	for	Palm	Sunday
			and	Good	Friday	9am
Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm
Seder	Meal	6:30pm

April 9    PALM SUNDAY

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

Redbud	Classic	1:30pm

Confessions	4-5pm

April 10 (Monday of Holy Week)

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm
Confessions	6-7pm

April 11 (Tuesday of Holy Week)

Mass	6:30am

Chrism	Mass	at	the	Cathedral	6pm

April 12 (Wednesday of Holy Week)

Mass	6:30am

Confessions	6-7pm

April 13 HOLY THURSDAY

Altar	Server	Practice	9am

Mass	of	the	Lord's	Supper	7pm

April 14 GOOD FRIDAY
	 			(Day	of	Fast	and	Abstinence)

Altar	Server	Practice	9am
School	Dismissal	2:30pm
Holy	Communion	and
Veneration	of	the	Cross	3pm,	7pm

April 15 HOLY SATURDAY

Altar	Server	Practice	9am
NO	CONFESSIONS
Easter	Vigil	Mass	8pm

April 16   EASTER SUNDAY

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

Easter	Egg	Hunt	after	10am	Mass

April 17 (Easter Monday)

Mass	6:30am

April 18 (Tuesday within the 
        Octave of Easter)

Mass	6:30am

April 19 (Wednesday within the
        Octave of Easter)

Mass	6:30am

April 20 (Thursday within the
        Octave of Easter)

Mass	8:15am

April 21 (Friday within the
         Octave of Easter)

Mass	6:30am

April 22 (Saturday within the
         Octave of Easter)

Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm

CHRIST THE KING 2017 LENTEN CALENDAR
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
February 26

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

February 27

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm

February 28   MARDI GRAS

Mass	6:30am

Chili	Cook-Off	6:30-9pm

March 1   ASH WEDNESDAY
															(Day	of	Fast	&	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
Mass	8:15am
Mass	12:00pm
Mass	7pm

March 2

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 3	(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

March 4

Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass-5pm

March 5   1ST SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

March 6

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm
SAM	Luncheon	12:00pm	

March 7

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 8

Mass	6:30am

March 9

Mass	8:15am,	5:30pm

March 10	(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

March 11

Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass-5pm

March 12   2ND SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

March 13

No	School
Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm

March 14

No	School
Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 15

No	School
Mass	6:30am

March 16

No	School
Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 17 (St. Patrick’s Day)
																(Day	of	Abstinence)
No	School
Mass	6:30am
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

March 18

Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm

March 19   3RD SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

March 20 (St. Joseph, Spouse of
                the Blessed Virgin Mary)

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm

March 21

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 22

Mass	6:30am

March 23

Mass	8:15am,	5:30pm

March 24	(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

March 25

Oklahoma	Catholic	Women’s					
		Conference,	Reed	Ctr,	MWC	7am
Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm

March 26   4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

March 27

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm
Lenten	Penance	Rite	6:30pm

March 28

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

March 29

Mass	6:30am

March 30

Mass	8:15am,	5:30pm

Lenten	Mission	Night	1	6:30pm

March 31			(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

April 1

Catholic	Men’s	Conference,	
		Embassy	Suites,	Norman	9am
Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm

April 2     6TH SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

April 3

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm

April 4

Mass	6:30am,	5:30pm

April 5

Mass	6:30am

April 6

Mass	8:15am,	5:30pm

Lenten	Mission	Night	2	6:30pm

April 7			(Day	of	Abstinence)

Mass	6:30am
School	Stations	2:15pm
Adoration	3-7pm
Lenten	Dinner	6pm
Stations	of	the	Cross	7pm

April 8

Redbud	Classic	7am
Lector	Rehearsal	for	Palm	Sunday
			and	Good	Friday	9am
Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm
Seder	Meal	6:30pm

April 9    PALM SUNDAY

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

Redbud	Classic	1:30pm

Confessions	4-5pm

April 10 (Monday of Holy Week)

Mass	6:30am
Adoration	7am-6:30pm
Confessions	6-7pm

April 11 (Tuesday of Holy Week)

Mass	6:30am

Chrism	Mass	at	the	Cathedral	6pm

April 12 (Wednesday of Holy Week)

Mass	6:30am

Confessions	6-7pm

April 13 HOLY THURSDAY

Altar	Server	Practice	9am

Mass	of	the	Lord's	Supper	7pm

April 14 GOOD FRIDAY
	 			(Day	of	Fast	and	Abstinence)

Altar	Server	Practice	9am
School	Dismissal	2:30pm
Holy	Communion	and
Veneration	of	the	Cross	3pm,	7pm

April 15 HOLY SATURDAY

Altar	Server	Practice	9am
NO	CONFESSIONS
Easter	Vigil	Mass	8pm

April 16   EASTER SUNDAY

Mass	Times
8am,	10am,	12:15pm

Easter	Egg	Hunt	after	10am	Mass

April 17 (Easter Monday)

Mass	6:30am

April 18 (Tuesday within the 
        Octave of Easter)

Mass	6:30am

April 19 (Wednesday within the
        Octave of Easter)

Mass	6:30am

April 20 (Thursday within the
        Octave of Easter)

Mass	8:15am

April 21 (Friday within the
         Octave of Easter)

Mass	6:30am

April 22 (Saturday within the
         Octave of Easter)

Confessions	3:30-4:15pm
Sabbath	Vigil	Mass	5pm
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Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference 2017
Oklahoma	Catholic	women	are	invited	
to	hear	from	an	expert	on	Joan	of	Arc,	
meet	an	EWTN	TV	and	radio	host	and	
learn	 from	 a	mother	 of	 10	 children	 at	
the	2017	Oklahoma	Catholic	Women’s	
Conference	in	March.	The	10th	Annual	
Conference	will	be	held	Mar.	25,	2017	
at	the	Reed	Center	in	Midwest	City.
	 The	 conference	 will	 include	 a	
morning	 Mass	 with	 Archbishop	 Paul	
Coakley,	 Adoration,	 Reconciliation,	
and	 a	 vendor	 area.	 Participants	 are	
also	 encouraged	 to	 bring	 donations	
for	 Sanctuary	 Women’s	 Development	
Center,	a	service	of	Catholic	Charities	
that	 provides	 resources	 and	 support	
for	 low	 income	and	 homeless	women	
and	 children.	 Donations	 requested	
include	 personal	 hygiene	 products,	
baby	 supplies	 and	 gift	 cards	 for	 gas	
and	groceries.		
	 Four	 general	 sessions	 featuring	
nationally	 known	speakers	have	been	
scheduled,	 and	 vendors	 will	 be	 in	
attendance	selling	books,	clothing	and	
religious	items.
	 Thanks	 to	 a	 generous	 donation,	
the	registration	fee	is	only	$40	through	
March	 1	 and	 includes	 lunch.	 After	
March	 1,	 the	 registration	 fee	 is	 $55	
and	after	March	17,	registration	is	$65	
and	will	be	accepted	as	space	permits.	
Registrations	 can	 be	 submitted	
on	 the	 conference	 website	 (www.
OCWConference.com)	 using	 PayPal.	
Registrations	 may	 also	 be	 submitted	
by	 mail,	 using	 the	 form	 found	 on	 the	
next	 page,	 the	 conference	 web	 site,	
the	parish	office	or	the	bookrack	in	the	
vestibule	of	the	church.		Special	room	
rates	 are	 available	 at	 the	 Sheraton	
Hotel	 which	 is	 part	 of	 the	 conference	
center,	by	calling	(405)	455-1800.

Speakers
Prof. Siobhan Nash-Marshall
“Joan of Arc and the Sacredness of 
Nations”

There	 are	 many	
things	 to	 be	 learned	
from	 Saint	 Joan	
of	 Arc:	 courage,	
steadfastness,	 love	
of	 the	 sacraments.	
Siobhan	 will	 speak	
about	 Joan’s	 love	of	

nation	 and	 the	 consequences	 of	 the	
extraordinary	fact	that	God	would	send	
a	saint	to	protect	the	independence	of	a	
nation.	This	fact	contradicts	what	many	
people	 would	 want	 us	 to	 think	 about	
nations	generally,	and	our	own	nation	
specifically,	 and	 about	 the	 distinction	
between	Church	and	state.
“Joan of Arc for Today”
Siobhan	will	focus	on	Joan’s	spirituality	
and	determination	to	fulfill	God’s	will	in	
her	life.	Joan	of	Arc	is	quoted	as	saying:	
“I	am	not	afraid,	I	was	born	to	do	this,”	
and	about	God’s	will	she	says:	“If	I	am	
not,	may	God	put	me	there;	and	if	I	am,	
may	God	keep	me.”
About Prof. Nash-Marshall
About	 Siobhan	 Nash-Marshall	 is	 a	
Professor	of	Philosophy	and	 the	Mary	
T.	Clark	Chair	of	Christian	Philosophy	
at	 Manhattanville	 College,	 where	
she	 is	 also	 chair	 of	 the	 philosophy	
department.	 She	 received	 her	 two	
Ph.D.s	 from	 Fordham	 University	 and	
the	 Universitâ	 Cattolica	 di	 Milano,	 is	
perfectly	 bi-lingual	 with	 Italian.	 Her	
specializations	 are	 metaphysics	 and	
medieval	philosophy.	

Gloria Purvis
“From Adoration to Conversion”

Gloria	talks	about	an	
experience	 during	
Adoration	 of	 the	
Blessed	 Sacrament	
at	age	12	that	led	to	
her	conversion	to	the	
Catholic	 faith.	 This	

experience	would	be	repeated	 later	 in	
life	and	 inspired	her	and	her	husband	
to	teach	members	of	their	Parish	about	
human	 sexuality	 and	 pro-life	 issues.	
Gloria	 will	 relate	 how	 devotion	 to	 the	
Eucharist	 helps	 in	 discerning	 God’s	
will	for	her	in	life.	All	of	us	are	called	to	
be	transformed	from	self-centered	me-
first	 creatures	 to	 self-giving,	 sacrificial	
people.	 As	 wives	 and	 mothers,	 it	 is	
the	 difficult,	 uncomfortable,	 irritating	
things	 that	 we	 must	 do	 for	 our	
families	 that	are	 the	substance	of	our	
transformation.	Marie	uses	stories	and	
songs	 to	 describe	 how	 sacrificing	 for	
marriage	 and	 family	 is	 not	 stupidity	
or	 victimization,	 it	 is	 the	 noblest	

thing	 we	 do.	 We	 need	 go	 no	 further	
than	 accepting	 the	 contradictions	 of	
everyday	life	to	become	the	generous,	
loving	creatures	we	were	made	to	be.
About Gloria Purvis
Gloria	 is	 a	 Board	 Member	 for	 the	
Northwest	 Pregnancy	 Center	 and	
Maternity	 Home	 in	 Washington,	 D.C.		
She	is	the	creator	and	host	of	the	EWTN	
series,	Authentically	Free	at	Last,	 that	
deals	 with	 the	 modern	 challenges	 to	
the	 expression	 and	 understanding	 of	
authentic	human	freedom.	She	is	also	
the	 host	 of	 Morning	 Glory	 which	 airs	
from	7-8am	Monday	through	Friday	on	
EWTN	Global	Catholic	Radio.

Patti Maguire Armstrong
“The Most Important Thing I Have to 
Do Today”

Patti	 will	 contrast	
between	 the	 world’s	
perspective	 with		
God’s	 perspective.		
Making	use	of	stories	
from	 her	 personal	
life	 and	 referencing	
saints,	the	Venerable	
Solanus	 Casey	 and	

St.	Therese,	she	will	talk	about	the	value	
of	our	lives	as	they	unfold	according	to	
God’s	will	 and	our	consent	 to	his	will,	
showing	how	eternally	valuable	that	is	
compared	to	worldly	successes.
About Patti Maguire Armstrong
Patti	 is	 a	 correspondent	 for	 Our	
Sunday	 Visitor	 newspaper	 and	 the	
National	 Catholic	 Register,	 and	
works	 in	marketing	 for	 Teresa	 Tomeo	
Communications.	 She	 is	 an	 award-
winning	author	and	was	the	managing	
editor	 and	 co-author	 of	 Ascension	
Press’	 bestselling	 Amazing	 Grace	
series.	Her	latest	books	is	Big	Hearted:	
Inspiring	 Stories	 From	 Everyday	
Families.	 She	 and	 her	 husband	 met	
in	 the	 Peace	 Corps	 in	 the	 Marshall	
Islands,	 Micronesia,	 were	 Jesuit	
Volunteers	 on	 an	 Indian	 Reservation,	
and	 spent	 3	 years	 as	 house	 parents	
of	 a	 group	 home	 for	 delinquent	 boys.	
They	now	 live	 in	North	Dakota	where	
they	are	still	raising	the	tail	end	of	their	
10	children.	Learn	more	about	Patti	at	
www.pattimaguirearmstrong.com.
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Dublin,	Ireland	(CNA)	-	The	Celtic	cross	
has	been	recognized	as	an	emblem	of	
Irish	 Christianity	 for	 centuries.	 Today,	
the	 symbol	 is	 visible	 from	 thousands	
of	 feet	 in	 the	air,	greeting	passengers	
who	fly	into	the	City	of	Derry	airport	in	
County	Londonderry,	Ireland.
	 More	 than	 300	 feet	 long	 and	 200	
feet	 wide,	 the	 cross	 is	 set	 on	 a	 hill,	
made	 of	 thousands	 of	 lighter	 trees	
amidst	 a	 backdrop	 of	 darker	 trees	 in	
Ulster	forest.		While	the	cross	has	been	
visible	 for	 several	 years,	 its	 origins	
remained	 a	 mystery,	 until	 recently	
when	 Irish	TV	station	UTV	uncovered	
the	history	of	the	wooded	cross.
	 It	was	planted	by	the	late	forrester	
Liam	 Emmery,	 who	 passed	 away	 in	
2010	 at	 the	 age	 of	 51	 after	 suffering	
from	poor	health	for	a	couple	years.	The	
cross	had	 remained	mostly	a	mystery	
even	 to	his	 family,	 until	 recently.“Liam	

was	in	an	accident	and	he	was	unwell	
for	two	years,	and	he	had	suffered	brain	
damage.	So	that’s	why	I	suppose	I	had	
forgotten	about	(the	Celtic	cross	in	the	
forest),”	 Liam’s	 wife,	 Norma	 Emmery,	
told	 UTV.	 “Because	 if	 he	 was	 here,	
we’d	 all	 have	 heard	 about	 it	 because	
he	would	have	been	so	proud.”
	 Gareth	 Austin,	 a	 horticultural	
expert,	 told	 UTV	 that	 the	 cross	 was	
a	 feat	 of	 horticultural	 engineering.	
The	 dry	 autumn	 has	 made	 the	 cross	
particularly	visible	this	year.
	 “For	Liam	to	have	created	that	and	
to	give	the	gift	of	that	to	the	rest	of	us,	
we’re	going	to	be	appreciating	this	 for	
the	next	60	or	70	years,”	Austin	said.		
	 The	origins	of	the	Celtic	cross	have	
been	 debated	 by	 historians	 for	 years.	
Some	 say	 the	 ring	 around	 the	 cross-
section	of	the	cross	represents	the	halo	
of	Christ,	while	others	say	it	is	a	symbol	

adopted	 from	pagan	beliefs	about	 the	
sun,	 to	show	Christ’s	supremacy	over	
the	life-giving	pagan	solar	deities.	Many	
believe	 that	 either	 St.	 Patrick	 or	 St.	
Declan	introduced	the	cross	to	Ireland.	
Other	historians	believe	it	came	about	
because	of	its	structural	advantages	–	
the	ring	helps	support	 the	arms	of	the	
cross.
	 Regardless	 of	 its	 exact	 origins,	
the	 cross	 became	 a	 symbol	 for	 Irish	
Christianity	 over	 the	 decades,	 and	
experience	 renewed	 popularity	 with	
the	Celtic	Revival	of	the	19th	and	20th	
centuries.	
	 Norma	said	that	it	made	sense	that	
it	was	the	symbol	her	husband	chose	to	
plant	in	the	forest.	“He	just	loved	things	
to	 be	 perfect,	 and	 I	 think	 the	 Celtic	
cross	is	perfect	for	him.”	

The Irish forest that secretly 
grew a Celtic cross
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Amman,	 Jordan,	Feb	10,	 2017	 (CNA/
EWTN	 News)	 -	 Jerusalem	 Bishop	
William	 Shomali,	 newly	 appointed	
to	 the	 Latin	 Patriarchate	 of	 Jordan,	
says	 that	 although	 Christians	 are	 a	
very	small	minority	 in	Jordan,	 through	
the	 Catholic	 schools,	 hospitals	 and	
charities	their	presence	 is	strongly	felt	
in	the	communities.
	 Archbishop	Pierbattista	Pizzaballa,	
Apostolic	 Administrator	 of	 the	 Latin	
Patriarchate	 of	 Jerusalem,	 after	
consultation	 with	 the	 Bishops	 Council	
and	 the	 Consultative	 Council	 of	 the	
Latin	 Patriarchate,	 announced	 Feb.	 8	
that	he	named	Bishop	Shomali	the	next	
Patriarchal	 Vicar	 of	 Jordan.Auxiliary	
bishop	of	Jerusalem	since	2010,	Bishop	
Shomali	told	CNA	Feb.	9	that	while	he	
will	make	several	visits	to	Jordan	over	
the	 next	 few	 months,	 including	 one	
for	 a	 bishops’	 conference,	 he	 won’t	
permanently	take	over	in	Jordan	until	a	
few	months	from	now,	at	which	point	he	
will	reside	in	Amman.
	 Although	Christians	are	a	very	small	
minority	 in	 the	area	–	 they	only	make	

up	 about	 two	 percent	 of	 the	 overall	
population,	he	said	–	their	social	status	
and	presence,	relatively	speaking,	has	
a	much	stronger	influence.
	 “The	 Catholic	 Church,	 although	 a	
minority,	is	very	active	through	Catholic	
schools,	Caritas,	and	other	institutions,”	
he	 said.	 “We	 also	 have	 Catholic	
hospitals	in	Jordan,	so	our	presence	in	
the	health	 and	 social	 and	educational	
sectors	 is	 strong.”	 This	 doesn’t	 mean	
Bishop	Shomali	won’t	 face	challenges	
in	Jordan,	though.
	 The	 issues,	 he	 said,	 are	 not	 new	
ones,	but	ones	the	area	has	been	facing	
for	some	time:	mainly	pertaining	to	the	
economy,	refugees	and	the	continuing	
Israeli-Palestinian	conflict.
	 “The	 presence	 of	 two	 million	
refugees”	from	Syria	in	Jordan,	he	said,	
presents	a	challenge	on	a	humanitarian	
level,	although	the	Catholic	organization	
Caritas	 is	 very	 involved	 on	 that	 level.	
Jordan	is	also	dealing	with	an	ongoing	
economic	 crisis,	 which	 significantly	
affects	institutions	of	higher	education,	
such	as	the	local	universities.

	 “Another	 challenge	 is	 that	
the	 diocese	 is	 divided	 into	 many	
sectors:	 Jordan,	 Palestine,	 Israel,”	 he	
explained.	 “So	 we	 have	 to	 care	 for	
the	 unity	 of	 the	 diocese,	 despite	 the	
political	and	economic	differences	and	
discrepancies.”
	 Asked	 his	 response	 to	 the	
possibility	 of	 a	 U.S.	 embassy	 move	
from	Tel-Aviv	to	Jerusalem,	which	U.S.	
bishops	 condemned	 in	 mid	 February,	
Bishop	Shomali	 said	 that	 the	 bishops	
in	 the	 Holy	 Land	 are	 also	 united	 in	
considering	it	a	bad	idea.
	 “We	 feel	 that	 if	 the	 embassy	 is	
transferred,	it	will	be	a	handicap	against	
the	 two-state	 solution,”	 he	 said,	 and	
that	they	really	“don’t	advise	Mr.	Trump	
to	do	that.”
	 It’s	not	all	 bad	news	–	 the	bishop	
said	 that	Jordan	does	have	a	number	
of	 young	 and	 vibrant	 priests	 which	
helps	 to	 make	 his	 job	 much	 easier.	
“On	 the	 positive	 side,	 we	 have	 a	
younger	clergy,	very	dynamic,	and	very	
orthodox,	which	makes	it	easier	for	the	
bishop	to	work,”	he	said.	

Bishop says the Christian influence in 
Jordan is still strong

By	Hannah	Brockhaus
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Becky Roten named 2017 CK 
School Distinguished Graduate
Christ	 the	 King	 School	 bestowed	 its	
tenth	Distinguished	Graduate	Award	on	
Becky	Roten	during	the	10am	Mass	on	
Sunday,	 Jan.	 29,	 2017.	 The	 award	 is	
presented	annually	to	an	accomplished	
graduate	 who	 has	 contributed	 to	 the	
school,	 to	 the	 community	 and	 to	 his	
or	 her	 own	 professional	 or	 volunteer	
opportunities.
	 Becky	is	a	1977	graduate	of	Christ	
the	 King,	 a	 1981	 graduate	 of	 Bishop	
McGuinness	High	School,	and	a	1985	
graduate	of	Colorado	College.	She	has	
volunteered	most	 of	 her	 life.	Whether	
leading	 a	 board	 or	 quietly	 doing	work	
behind	the	scenes,	her	contributions	are	
countless	and	meaningful.	Becky	never	
expects	 recognition,	 and	 she	 never	
says	 no	 to	 a	 volunteer	 commitment,	
always	 fulfilling	 her	 commitments	
energy	and	enthusiasm.
	 Becky	began	volunteering	with	the	
Junior	League	of	Oklahoma	City	in	1989	
and	served	on	numerous	boards	within	
the	organization	during	her	tenure.	She	
remains	a	sustaining	member.
	 Most	 recently,	 Becky	 has	 served	
on	 the	boards	of	St.	Anthony	Hospital	
Foundation,	 Citizens	 Caring	 for	

Children,	 and	 the	 Philharmonic.	
She	 currently	 is	 the	 Immediate	 Past	
President	 of	 CARE	 (Child	 Abuse	
Response	Evaluation),	a	member	of	the	
Executive	Board	 for	 the	OCU	Kramer	
School	 of	 Nursing,	 a	 CASA	 (Court	
Appointed	 Special	 Advocate)	 board	
member	 and	 President	 of	 Rainbow	
Fleet	Childcare	Resource	&	Referral.
	 “My	 parents	 have	 always	 given	
their	time	and	talents	to	our	community.	
Their	 example	 certainly	 has	 had	 a	
positive	impact	on	my	brother,	my	sister	
and	me,”	Becky	explains.
	 Christ	the	King	Church	and	School	
is	a	 family	affair	 for	Becky.	Married	 to	
Alan,	 their	 children,	William	 (Class	 of	
2015)	 and	 Caroline	 (Class	 of	 2017)	
have	 attended	 Christ	 the	 King.	 Her	
twin	 siblings,	 Molly	 and	 Bob,	 also	
graduated	from	Christ	the	King	School.	
Becky’s	parents,	Lil	and	Bill	Ross,	have	
been	 members	 of	 Christ	 the	 King	 for	
decades.
	 Reminiscing	about	her	school	days,	
Becky	says,	“At	Christ	the	King	School	
I	 learned	 how	 to	 love	 a	 life	 of	 caring	
and	volunteering.	I	remember	my	time	
as	 an	 altar	 server,	 which	 brings	 back	

special	memories	for	me	as	I	watch	my	
own	children	as	altar	servers.”
	 Becky	has	contributed	significantly	
to	the	Christ	the	King	community.	She	
is	a	member	of	the	Athletic	Commission	
and	 former	 Scout	 representative	 for	
the	Parent	Teacher	Organization.	She	
works	on	the	auction	each	year,helping	
raise	funds	for	 the	school,	and	serves	
as	 a	Communion	Minister	 and	on	 the	
stewardship	committee.	She	also	helps	
in	countless	ways,	big	and	small,	in	the	
parish,	whether	by	assisting	in	getting	a	
mailing	out	or	researching	vendors	for	
projects.
	 Christ	 the	 King	 is	 grateful	 to	
Becky	 Roten	 and	 proud	 to	 honor	 her	
many	 accomplishments	 and	 service	
to	 the	 Christ	 the	 King	 family	 and	 her	
community.	

Valentine’s Gala
Thank	 you	 to	 everyone	 who	 came,	
Master	of	Ceremonies	Jason	Steuber,	
our	many	raffle	and	door	prize	donors,	
and	our	faithful	underwriters:

Diamond – $2,000+
Anonymous	Friend	of	the	Knights

Marlene	&	LeRoy	Boyer	
(in memory of Jim Weinmann)

Platinum – $1,000+
Anonymous	Friend	of	the	Knights	(2)

Gold – $500+
Bev	&	John	Coury

Stella	&	Frank	Lipsinic
Margaret	&	Cam	McLain
Jennifer	&	John	Meyer

Silver – $250+
Susan	&	Michael	Potter

Dori	&	Jim	Smith
Bronze – $100+

Sylvia	&	Robert	Slater
Sue	&	Stephen	Reel

RAFFLE WINNERS
Vahan	Ring	&	Pendant:	Anne	O’Shea
Copper	Mountain	Getaway:	Joe	Ray

Marlene	Gremillion	Painting:	Erich	Davis
Chagal’s	Angel	of	Judgment:	Mary	&	Bill	Price

Belle	Isle	Fajita	Fest:	Joe	Nicholson
Thunder	Night	Out:	Phyllis	Stong

Petroleum	Club	Membership:	Loy	Markland
Fabulous	Quilt:	Adam	Schappaugh
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Thank	you	to	all	who	have	donated	to	our	
school	 Annual	 Fund.	 Your	 generosity	
is	 greatly	 appreciated	 and	 helps	 to	
ensure	that	Christ	the	King	School	will	
continue	to	provide	the	highest	quality	
Catholic	 education	 available.	 If	 you	
have	 not	 had	 a	 chance	 to	make	 your	
donation	 yet,	 donations	 to	 this	 year’s	
fund	 can	 be	 made	 through	 June	 30,	

2017.	 Donate	 online	 at	 https://54310.
thankyou4caring.org/	or	fill	out	the	form	
below	and	 return	 it	 to	Mary	Schrantz,	
CK	 School	 Advancement	 Director	
by	 mail	 at	 1905	 Elmhurst	 Avenue,	
Oklahoma	City,	OK	73120	or	drop	it	off	
at	the	school	office.	Questions?	Contact	
Mary	 at	 mschrantz@ckschool.com	 or	
(405)	242-4580.	Consider	making	your	

donation	 in	 memory	 or	 in	 honor	 of	 a	
loved	one	or	favorite		 teacher.	And	be	
sure	 to	 check	whether	 your	 employer	
matches	 charitable	donations.	Donors	
of	 $250	 and	more	will	 receive	 a	 yard	
sign	 showing	 their	 support.	 Your	 gift	
today	is	an	investment	for	tomorrow.

Have you noticed these signs 
popping up in the neighborhood?

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________
           Title	 	 First	 	 	 (Maiden)	 	 	 Last	 	 	 								Suffix

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________ State ________________ Zip ______________

Email __________________________________________________ Phone _________________________________

I would like to make my donation in honor   memory      of ___________________________________________

List as “Anonymous”         Include me on the list of donors        _________________________________________
              Name	as	it	should	appear	in	the	list	of	donors

I would like my donation to go toward Technology  Endowment   Tuition Assistance   No Preference

Please check all that apply: Parishioner Current Parent  Former Parent  Faculty/Staff

             Grandparent Former Student       (If a graduate, list class year __________)

             Friend  Other    (Please specify ______________________________)

Pledge Amount _________________  I will pay by check      (Make payable to Christ the King School)

                I will pay by credit card       (Complete all information below)

Type of Card ______________________ Account Number ______________________________________________

Name of Cardholder _____________________________________________________ Security Code ___________

Full Payment Enclosed     2 Installments (Dec., May)  3 Installments (Dec., Mar. May)

FAITH IN EDUCATION – YOUR GIFT TODAY IS AN INVESTMENT FOR TOMORROW
2016-2017 Christ the King School Annual Fund Commitment Form

The Pastor’s 
Roundtable

Legacy Level: $20,000	and	up
Jubilee Level: $10,000-$19,999
Excalibur Level: $5,000-$9,999
Sword & Shield: $1,000-$4,999

The Knight’s 
Circle

Maroon & Gold Society: $500-$999
Associates Level: $250-$499
School Spirit Level: $100-$249
Friends’ Level: Gifts	up	to	$99
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Vatican	 City,	 Feb	 19,	 2017	 (CNA/
EWTN	 News)	 -	 The	 path	 to	 holiness	
and	 sainthood,	 Pope	 Francis	 said,	
requires	 imitating	Christ	 by	 loving	 our	
enemies	 and	 praying	 for	 those	 who	
wrong	us	even	when	it	is	difficult.
	 “It’s	 true,	 God	 the	 Father	 is	
merciful,”	 he	said	Feb.	19.	 “And	you?	
Are	you	merciful,	are	you	merciful	with	
the	people	who	have	hurt	you?	Or	who	
do	not	love	you?”
	 “If	He	is	merciful,	if	He	is	holy,	if	He	
is	 perfect,	 we	 must	 be	 merciful,	 holy	
and	 perfect	 like	 Him,”	 he	 continued.	
“This	is	holiness.	A	man	and	a	woman	
who	do	 this	deserve	 to	be	canonized:	
they	 become	 saints.	 So	 simple	 is	 the	
Christian	life.”
	 Pope	 Francis	 gave	 his	 homily	
during	 Mass	 at	 the	 parish	 of	 Santa	
Maria	 Josefa	 of	 the	 Heart	 of	 Jesus,	
where	 he	 visited	 Sunday.	 Before	
Mass	 he	 visited	 with	 young	 people,	
the	sick,	 families	and	 those	 in	 charge	
of	 the	 parish’s	 Caritas	 organization.	
He	also	heard	 the	confessions	of	 four	
parishioners.	This	was	the	Pope’s	13th 

visit	to	a	parish	in	the	diocese	of	Rome	
during	his	pontificate,	and	 the	second	
in	just	a	little	over	a	month.
	 In	 his	 homily,	 the	 pontiff	 reflected	
on	 the	 way	 of	 holiness.	 This	 path	
cannot	 be	 followed	 if	 we	 harbor	
resentment	 or	 wish	 to	 exact	 revenge	
against	 someone.	 Quoting	 the	 words	
of	Jesus	in	the	Gospel,	the	Pope	said:	
“love	your	enemies	and	pray	for	those	
who	persecute	you.”
	 “Pray	 for	 the	one	who	hurts	me?”	
the	 Pope	 asked.	 “Yes,”	 he	 answered,	
“because	it	changes	lives.	”If	we	think	it	
is	impossible,	then	pray,	the	Pope	said.	
Pray	every	day	for	the	grace	to	forgive	
and	 the	 grace	 to	 love.	 The	Gospel	 is	
simple,	he	said.	“This	advice:	‘Be	holy,	
for	I	the	Lord	your	God,	am	holy.’	And	
then:	 ‘You	 shall	 be	 perfect	 as	 your	
heavenly	Father	 is	perfect’,”	 the	Pope	
remarked.	Forgiveness	and	prayer	are	
the	way	to	do	this.
	 “This	 is	 the	 way	 of	 holiness,”	 he	
said.	 “If	 all	 men	 and	 women	 of	 the	
world	 learned	 this,	 there	 would	 be	
no	 wars,	 there	 would	 not	 be.”	 Wars	

begin	“in	bitterness,	rancor,	 the	desire	
for	 revenge,	 to	 make	 someone	 pay.	
But	 that	 destroys	 families,	 destroys	
friendships,	 destroys	 neighborhoods,	
destroys	so	much,”	he	said.
	 For	 Pope	 Francis,	 this	 is	 why	we	
must	pray	always	 for	 the	grace	not	 to	
hold	grudges	and	for	“the	grace	to	pray	
for	our	enemies,	to	pray	for	the	people	
that	do	not	love	us,	the	grace	of	peace.”	
If	 we	 make	 this	 our	 daily	 prayer,	 the	
Pope	continued,	even	just	praying	one	
prayer	 a	 day	 for	 our	 enemies,	 this	 is	
how	we	will	 “win”	 and	make	progress	
“on	the	path	of	holiness	and	perfection.”
	 In	 the	 end,	 “evil	 is	 overcome	 by	
good,”	 he	 said,	 and	 “sin	 is	 won	 with	
generosity.”
	 “Prayer	 is	 an	 antidote	 against	
hatred,	 against	 wars,	 these	 wars	
that	 start	 at	 home,	 which	 start	 in	 the	
neighborhood,	which	begin	in	families,”	
he	said.	The	Pope	said	if	he	knows	that	
someone	wants	 to	hurt	 him	and	does	
not	love	him,	“I	pray	especially	for	him.”
	 “Pray	 for	 there	 to	 be	 peace,”	 he	
said.	

Pope Francis: to love your enemies, prayer is a 
game-changer
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Congratulations to the Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School Pom Squad for taking 1st 
Place in the State 5A Competition in December. Pictured below from left to right, the 2016-2017 
BMCHS Pom Squad is in the front row: Grace Sanchez, and Julia Love, in the middle row: 
Sophia McCasland, Ann Cooper, Natalie Chansolme, Sophie DeMarco and Corie Naifeh, and in 
the back row: Caroline Rowland, Tara Thompson, Emily Pace, Meg Tebow, MaryKate Downs, 
Parker Poarch, Emily Cole, Mollie Pitman and Coach Jamie Lane. The squad is in its third year, 
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and eight of the girls (McCasland, Cooper, Chansolme, Naifeh, Rowland, Pace, Downs and Cole) 
are graduates of CK School. Another two (DeMarco and Love) are Christ the King parishioners. 
We couldn’t be more proud of Coach Lane and all of these hard working young women whose 
diligence and enthusiasm have brought the Pom Squad so far in such a short period of time. 
Well done!
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Washington	 D.C.	 (CNA/EWTN	 News)	
-	The	House	 voted	Thursday	 to	 allow	
states	 to	 choose	 not	 to	 fund	 Planned	
Parenthood	 and	 other	 abortion	
providers	with	federal	dollars,	repealing	
an	 Obama	 administration	 rule	 from	
December.
	 “As	 a	 registered	 nurse,	 I	 know	
that	 vulnerable	 women	 seeking	 true	
comprehensive	 care	 deserve	 better	
than	 abortion-centric	 facilities	 like	
Planned	 Parenthood,”	 Rep.	 Diane	
Black	 (R-Tenn.),	 who	 introduced	 the	
resolution,	 stated	 before	 its	 Feb.	 16	
passage.
	 Back	in	December,	the	Department	
of	Health	and	Human	Services	 issued	
a	 rule	 that	states	cannot	deny	 federal	
Title	X	family	planning	grants	to	abortion	
providers	 like	 Planned	 Parenthood	

simply	because	they	perform	abortions.	
States,	 the	 administration	 said,	 could	
only	deny	funding	to	clinics	that	did	not	
provide	 the	 services	 for	 which	Title	 X	
funds	are	meant.	While	federal	dollars	
cannot	 directly	 fund	 abortions,	 pro-
life	 leaders	 insist	 that	 taxpayer	dollars	
going	 to	 the	 nation’s	 largest	 abortion	
provider	 Planned	 Parenthood	 free	 up	
resources	 for	 them	 to	 perform	 more	
abortions.
	 Marjorie	 Dannenfelser,	 president	
of	the	pro-life	group	Susan	B.	Anthony	
List,	called	the	rule	a	“parting	gift	to	the	
abortion	 industry.”	 Black	 introduced	
H.J.	Res.	43	 to	 repeal	 the	 rule,	under	
the	 Congressional	 Review	 Act.	 The	
resolution	 passed	 the	 House	 on	
February	 16th	 229	 to	 188.	 The	 move	
comes	as	pro-life	groups	are	reporting	

poor	 care	 and	 abuses	 at	 Planned	
Parenthood	 clinics	 nationwide,	 from	
affiliates	 using	 taxpayer	 funds	 for	
abortion-related	 services	 to	 many	
clinics	 not	 providing	 prenatal	 care	
to	 clinics	 setting	 monthly	 quotas	 for	
abortions	or	abortion	referrals.
	 “Planned	 Parenthood	 which,	
according	to	their	 latest	annual	report,	
performed	 323,999	 abortions	 in	 a	
single	year,	does	not	need	or	deserve	
taxpayer	 dollars,”	 Dannenfelser	
insisted.	 “We	 look	 forward	 to	 swift	
passage	of	this	resolution	in	the	Senate	
so	that	it	can	receive	President	Trump’s	
signature,”	she	said.
	 Dr.	 Grazie	 Pozo	 Christie	 of	 The	
Catholic	Association	commented:	 “We	
applaud	the	House	for	voting	to	rescind	
a	 last	 minute	 Obama	 Administration	

House votes to allow states to deny funds to 
Planned Parenthood
by	Matt	Hadro
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regulation	 that	 allows	 states	 to	 take	
their	 tax	 payers’	 hard-earned	 dollars	
away	from	the	severely	limited	Planned	
Parenthood	 abortion	 centers	 and	
redirect	them	to	comprehensive	health	
care	 clinics....	 Passing	 this	 resolution	
lets	 states	 fund	 the	 health	 clinics	 that	
are	true	lifelines	for	poor	women.”
	 Black	 claimed	 that	 states	 were	
for	 decades	 allowed	 to	 pick	 which	
health	 providers	 they	 thought	 were	
best	 to	 receive	Title	X	 funds,	and	 that	
the	 Obama	 administration’s	 rule	 set	
“unprecedented	 new	 parameters”	 on	
states’	 use	 of	 the	 funds.	 In	 her	 state	
of	 Tennessee,	 she	 said,	 the	 state	 did	
not	cut	Title	X	funds	but	directed	them	
to	 county	 health	 departments	 and	
community	health	centers.
	 “We	thank	Rep.	Diane	Black	(R-TN)	
and	Sen.	Joni	Ernst	(R-IA)		for	leading	
this	measure	to	restore	states’	freedom	
in	choosing	Title	X	providers,”	Christie	
stated.	 “The	 Obama	 Administration’s	
ruling	 defies	 states’	 right	 to	 choose	
Title	X	providers,	including	the	ability	to	
exclude	abortion	providers	like	Planned	
Parenthood.”
	 States	are	not	cutting	health	grants,	
Rep.	Chris	Smith	 (R-N.J.),	 co-chair	of	
the	 Congressional	 Pro-Life	 Caucus,	
insisted,	 but	 are	 redirecting	 the	 funds	
“to	 other	 health	 clinics	 that	 provide	
women’s	health	care	and	don’t	engage	
in	abortion.”	
	 In	 issuing	 its	 December	 rule,	 the	
Obama	 administration	 had	 claimed	
that	the	states’	actions	against	Planned	
Parenthood	 and	 other	 clinics	 had	
led	 to	 “limitations	 in	 the	 geographic	
distribution	of	services	and	decreased	
access	to	services.”	However,	that	was	
not	 the	case,	members	maintained	on	
Thursday.
	 “Prior	 to	 the	Obama	rule,	5	states	
had	 chosen	 to	 award	 their	 Title	 X	
funds	 to	 non-Planned	 Parenthood	
entities,”	Smith	said.	“These	five	states	
–	 Tennessee,	 Kansas,	 Oklahoma,	
Arkansas	and	Ohio	–	account	for	nearly	
$16	 million	 in	 annual	 Title	 X	 funding	
and	 serve	 over	 279,000	 individuals	 a	
year.”
	 “According	 to	 HHS’s	 own	 2015	
Title	X	Family	Planning	Annual	 report,	
our	state	provided	care	under	Title	X	to	
more	than	75,000	Tennesseans,”	Black	
stated.	 “That	 means	 we	 served	 even	
more	 citizens	 than	 more	 populated	
states	like	Michigan	and	Virginia.”	

Mexico	 City,	 Mexico	 (CNA/EWTN	
News)	 -	 The	 Catholic	 weekly	 of	 the	
Archdiocese	 of	 Mexico	 City	 criticized	
the	city’s	new	constitution,	saying	that	
“it	 does	 not	 recognize	 what	 is	 most	
valuable	 for	 any	 human	 being,	 even	
from	 the	 maternal	 womb,	 the	 dignity	
of	 life.”	 In	 their	 editorial	 published	
Feb.	 5,	 Desde	 la	 Fe	 described	 the	
new	 constitution	 as	 “an	 illegitimate	
document,	hasty,	a	recipe	of	ideologies	
and	juridical	absurdities.”
	 The	 voting	 on	 the	 articles	 of	 the	
Constitution	 ended	 on	 Jan.	 31.	 The	
document	will	go	into	full	effect	on	Sept.	
17,	2018.
	 For	 the	 Catholic	 weekly,	 what	
ought	 to	 be	 a	 foundational	 document	
ended	up	being	“hijacked	by	intolerant,	
murderous	and	absurd	leftist	positions	
by	 recognizing	 rights	 where	 they	
ought	 not	 to	 be	 and	 not	 recognizing	
those	 which	 ought	 to	 be	 in	 the	 legal	
document.”
	 “The	 debate	 on	 the	 right	 to	 life	
was	unparalleled.	By	the	imposition	of	
the	majority,	 the	 first	 of	 all	 rights	was	
left	 out	 of	 the	 text.”	 This	 reality,	 the	
publication	said,	 “hides	 the	 immorality	
of	 euthanasia,	 and	 the	 lucrative	 and	
abominable	 business	 of	 abortion,	

which	is	worse	than	drug	trafficking.”
	 “The	 Pyrrhic	 victory	 of	 the	
constitutional	assembly	serves	to	cover	
over	 the	 millions	 in	 revenue	 of	 the	
abortion	 industry	 that	 enriches	 a	 few	
persons	more	and	more.	
	 In	 2014,	 the	 World	 Health	
Organization	stated	that	in	Mexico	there	
could	be	1.5	million	annual	 abortions,	
the	profits	 for	which	would	be	greater	
than	approximately	$194	million.”
	 Desde	 la	 Fe	 pointed	 out	 that	
“the	 juicy	 and	 lucrative	 business	 of	
death	 mainly	 benefits	 pharmaceutical	
companies	and	laboratories	that	make	
medications	 to	 induce	 the	 death	 of	
human	beings.”
	 “At	160	years	after	the	promulgation	
of	 the	 1857	 Constitution	 and	 in	 the	
centenary	 of	 the	 Political	 Constitution	
of	 the	 United	 Mexican	 States	 that	
governs	 us,	 these	 anniversaries	 are	
overshadowed	by	 the	promulgation	of	
a	 poor	 text,	 as	 opposed	 to	 the	 liberal	
principles	 of	 justice	 and	 equality:	 a	
murderous	 constitution	 has	 been	
produced	that	does	not	recognize	what	
is	most	valuable	for	any	human	being,	
even	 from	 the	 maternal	 womb,	 the	
dignity	of	life,”	they	concluded.	

Mexico City constitution blasted 
for excluding right to life

Visit www.usccb.org
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Trains and 
Stained Glass
Join	Michael	Zink	of	St.	Eugene’s	parish	
on	an	Amtrak	train	ride	to	Fort	Worth,	TX	
on	Mar.	23,	2017.	Once	 in	Fort	Worth	
the	 group	 will	 take	 a	 motorcoach	 to	
the	 Southwestern	 Baptist	 Theological	
Seminary	 for	 lunch	and	a	guided	 tour	
of	their	famous	stained	glass	windows.	
The	return	trip	to	Oklahoma	City	will	be	
by	 motorcoach	 and	 will	 feature	 trivia	
and	entertainment.	The	cost	of	the	trip	
is	 $109.	 To	make	 your	 reservation	 or	
obtain	 more	 details,	 contact	 Michael	
Zink	 at	 (405)	 314-4120	 or	 michael-
the-j@cox.net.

You Have Options!
Did	 you	 know	 you	 have	 the	 option	 to	
receive	 the	Sooner	Catholic	online	 in-
stead	of	the	paper	edition.	You	can	sign	
up	to	receive	the	Sooner	Catholic	by	e-
mail	at	www.soonercatholic.org	and	the	
Sooner	Catholic	E-Newsletter	at	www.
flocknote.com/archokc.
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Fr. Richard Rohr, Rabbi Vered 
Harris and Dr. David Hoekman 
will have a panel discussion 
on Sunday, Mar. 26, 2017 at 
6:30pm at OKC First Church 
of the Nazarene, located at 
4400 NW Expressway. Tickets 
are $5 in advance or $7 at the 
door. Purchase your tickets at 
2windows.org.

Holy Thursday “Putting on an Apostle”

Google’s	definition	of	Holy	is	described	
as	 “dedicated,	 consecrated	 to	 God,	
sacred,	divine,	set	apart	for	the	service	
of	God.”	Jesus	totally	encompasses	all	
this	 and	more.	He	 is	 dedicated	 to	 his	
Father,	 he	 consecrates	 himself	 to	 the	
will	of	God,	he	is	sacred,	divine,	and	is	
set	apart	for	the	service	of	God.	Thus,	
the	great	day	which	opens	our	Pascal	
Triduum	 is	 appropriately	 named	 Holy	
Thursday.	
	 It	 is	 on	 this	 day	 that	 the	 Son	 of	
Man	 for	 the	 service	 of	 God	 empties	
himself	to	wash	the	feet	of	his	disciples	
and	institutes	the	priesthood.	It	is	a	holy	
day,	because	it	is	on	this	day	that	Jesus	
first	offered	for	us	his	life,	his	Body	and	
Blood,	 in	 the	 transubstantiation	 of	 the	
bread	and	wine.	It’s	on	this	day	that	the	
first	Eucharist	meal	was	celebrated.	 It	
is	when	 Jesus	 commands	 his	 priests,	
“Do	this	in	remembrance	of	me.”		
	 Jesus	 –	 dedicated,	 consecrated	

to	God,	sacred,	divine,	set	apart	for	the	
service	of	God	–	sets	the	foundation	on	
which	his	church	is	to	be	built.	
	 His	 service	 to	God	 is	 to	 lead	 us	
and	show	us	the	way	to	the	Father.	His	
service	to	us	is	his	ultimate	sacrifice	for	
our	 salvation.	 Christ,	 “holy,	 innocent,	
and	undefiled,”	one	who	does	not	know	
sin,	dies	to	expiate	our	sins.	
	 This	Holy	Thursday	several	of	our	
Scheduled	 Guardians	 who	 regularly	
come	 to	 Adoration	 will	 be	 “Putting	
on	 an	 Apostle,”	 praying	 by	 imagining	
themselves	 as	 a	 particular	Apostle	 at	
the	Last	Supper.
	 Imagine	 the	scene:	Jesus	meets	
his	 disciples	 in	 the	 Upper	 Room	 for	
what	is	to	be	a	normal	Passover	meal.	
He	 talks	 about	 one	 of	 his	 chosen	
twelve	 betraying	 him.	 Put	 yourself	 in	
that	 room.	 Can	 you	 imagine	 what	 it	
must	have	felt	 like	–	everyone	looking	
around,	wondering	who	in	the	room	is	

going	to	betray	Jesus?
	 Next	thing	we	know,	Jesus	takes	
the	bread	and	breaks	it,	as	is	the	custom	
for	a	Passover	meal.	But	 this	 time	he	
adds	the	words,	“This	is	my	body”	and	
with	the	wine,	“This	 is	my	blood.”	Can	
you	 imagine	 what	 the	 apostles	 must	
have	 thought,	especially	when	he	 told	
them	to	remember	him	in	this	way?		
	 “Putting	 on	 an	 Apostle”	 is	 a	
chance	 to	 experience	 this	 dramatic	
time	in	our	salvation	history.	It	is	a	time	
of	 adoration	 after	 the	 Holy	 Thursday	
Mass	 of	 the	 Lord’s	 Supper,	 a	 time	 to	
sit	 in	 the	 presence	 of	 our	 Eucharistic	
Lord	and	sense	the	atmosphere	in	the	
Upper	Room	that	night.	It	is	a	chance	to	
experience	firsthand	what	each	apostle	
might	have	thought,	felt	or	experienced.		
It	is	a	time	to	put	yourself	in	that	room	
with	Jesus	and	say,	“Here	I	am	Lord.	I	
come	to	do	your	will.”	

By	Mariam	Daly
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